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Discussions on Handling of Bosnia Situation 


Butrus-Ghali Meeting 19 July 


AU1807194295 Paris AFP in English 
1901 GMT 18 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Geneva, July 18 (AFP) — UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali wiil head a crisis 
meeting here on the situation in the former Yugoslavia 
Wednesday [19 July], his spokeswoman announced 
Tuesday. 


Butrus-Ghali who arrived in this Swiss city Tuesday 
afternoon from Cairo after an African tour immediately 
held talks with UN mediator Thorvald Stoltenberg, 
spokeswoman Therese Gastaut said. 


“Wednesday [19 July] at 4:00 p.m. (1400 GMT) a 
meeting will be held at the Palais des Nations, also 
to be attended by the special UN envoy to former 
Yugoslavia, Yasushi Akashi, the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees Sadako Ogata, and French General 
Bernard Janvier,” said Gastaut. 


A UN spokesman said earlier Tuesday that the situation 
in Bosnia- Herzegovina and in the former Yugoslavia 
would be assessed and measures to be taken would be 
studied. 


Akashi and Janvier will arrive from a NATO meeting 
in Brussels. 


Gastaut would not confirm a meeting here Saturday of 
the Islamic countries’ “contact group" on the Bosnia 
crisis which is to discuss a lifting of the arms embargo 
against Sarajevo. 


The talks are likely to focus on Mosiem refugees 
Streaming into the region around the government-held 
northeastern Bosnian town of Tuzla following the fall 
of the Srebrenica enclave to Bosnian Serbs a week ago. 


UN officials are concerned the fall of a second safe 
area in the region, Zepa, would compound an already 
difficult humanitarian situation. 


Earlier Tuesday in Cairo, Butrus-Ghali held talks with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa. 


Musa told the press he asked Butrus-Ghali for “an 
immediate examination of lifting the arms embargo 
imposed on Bosnia in order to enable its people to 
exercise their natural right to self- defense.” 


Musa slammed the United Nations for failing to provide 
peacekeeping forces with "necessary means” to “defend 
the safe areas ... despite the readiness shown by many 
UN member nations, including Egypt, to do so." 
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Canada: Threatens To Withdraw 


LD1807135795 Mor.real Radio Canada International 
in English 1330 GMT 18 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Canada’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs warns that if the situation in Bosnia continues to 
deteriorate Canada will pull its troops out of the region. 
The ministry says that if UN forces in Bosnia are drawn 
into open warfare with the Serbs or any other faction 
then Canada would withdraw its 800 soldiers it has 
contributed to the Bosnian mission. Canada’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister Andre Ouellet and Defense Minister 
David Collenette will attend the international conference 
on Bosnia that is to be held in London on Friday [21 
July]. 


Haekkerup Advocates Force 


BR1907095495 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT 
in Danish 18 Jul 95 p 3 


[Report on interview with Danish Defense Minister 
Hans Haekkerup by Ole Krohn in Asserbo, Denmark; 
date not given: “Haekkerup: Stop the Serbs by Force"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Hans 
Haekkerup (Social Democratic Party) said that the 
Western world must draw the line for the Bosnian 
Serbs in their war of expansion in Bosnia. 


"It is my conviction that the Western world should 
intervene against the Bosnian Serbs if they attack 
Gorazde," Hans Haekkerup said. 


The defense minister said that Gorazde is larger than the 
two safe areas which the United Nations has virtually 
had to abandon, and that the Bosnian Government Army 
has a sizable force in the city compared to the two 
smaller towns. 


And the mountainous terrain also makes it easier to 
defend Gorazde against Bosnian Serb aggressors. 


He stressed that the mosi important thing was for 
the Western countries to show strength of purpose by 
making enough forces available. 


"One problem is that this is an enclave where troops 
have to be flown in, and we have to have a military- 
technical evaluation of how this can be done,” Hans 
Haekkerup said. 


Highly-placed sources in the Defense Ministry said 
that there is also discussion on whether Denmark 
should contribute part of the Commando Corps to the 
joint French-British reaction force of 12,500 men. The 
Commando Corps is a special unit which is specially 
trained to operate behind enemy lines. 
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Hans Haekkerup did not want to comment on this 
eventuality at present. "The possibility of Denmark 
participating cannot be excluded in advance," Hans 
Haekkerup said. 


In addition to this unit, American transport and combat 
helicopters would be used. 


Sharper Line 


Hans Haekkerup pointed out that further hesitation 
regarding the Bosnian Serbs will only raise the cost of 
going in at a later date. 


"The cost of humanitarian involvement, including UN 
soldiers who will be wounded or killed, will increase," 
Hans Haekkerup said. 


The defense minister's dramatic statements indicate a 
rather sharper line than that of Foreign Minister Niels 
Helveg Petersen (Radical Liberal). 


He yesterday called the French plan “unrealistic” and 
attacked it for “running on rhetoric." 


But the defense minister also emphasized that this was 
his personal conviction and that the matter has not yet 
been discussed by the government. 


Hans Haekkerup stressed that Gorazde can be defended 
without it being necessary to modify the UN mandate 
in Bosnia. 


"The mandate covers ensuring that emergency aid gets 
through, as well as the use of force to support this if 
necessary,” Hans Haekkerup said. 


Purely Symbolic 


He admitted, however, that the two other safe areas in 
eastern Bosnia cannot be defended. 


"They have had a symbolic complement of UN soldiers, 
but they have not actually been able to do anything when 
the Serbs attacked,” Hans Haekkerup said. 


The defense minister thought that Serbian leader Milo- 
sevic will hold back if the United Nations intervenes. 


"The most realistic thing is to have negotiations with the 
Serbian leader, so he will put pressure on the Bosnian 
Serbs,” Hans Haekkerup said. 


He admitted that it was a matter of political leverage. 


"In my analysis, Serbia will react only if the Bosnian 
Serbs are on the verge of losing the war totally," Hans 
Haekkerup said. 


On Friday (21 July] Hans Haekkerup will travel to 
London with Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen 
to take part in the meeting with the Contact Group: the 
United States, France, Britain, Germany, and Russia. 
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Countries with sizable UN forces in Bosnia are also 
invited, including Denmark. 


New UN Strategy 


The defense minister also called for a review of UN 
strategy in Bosnia. 


"The United Nations must concentrate on the remaining 
safe areas, i.e., Bihac, Sarajevo, Tuzla, and Gorazde," 
Hans Haekkerup said. 


He also proposed that UN forces be reorganized to 
prevent the Serbs from taking UN soldiers hostage 
again. 


"The United Nations should regroup its forces, so that it 
will be almost impossible to take UN soldiers hostage," 
Hans Haekkerup said. 


He pointed out that this means that UN soldiers must 
give up guarding arms depots, as this makes the troops 
too vulnerable to Serb hostage-taking. 


Hans Haekkerup said the Red Cross is wrong when 
it talks about separating humanitarian and military 
involvement on behalf of the United Nations. 


"We have been in a situation where Danish truck drivers 
were killed trying to deliver emergency aid, because the 
convoys were shot at," Hans Haekkerup said. 


"This is where UN troops come in, and it is also the 
United Nations which has improved stretches of road, 
making the way to Sarajevo passable,” Hans Haekkerup 
said. 


It was for this reason that he rejected the idea of UN 
soldiers being pulled out. 


"It is not realistic to pull UN troops out and still believe 
that emergency aid convoys will be allowed through,” 
Hans Haekkerup said. 


The defense minister is also in favor of the United 
Nations using military force to open a corridor from 
Sarajevo in order to allow supplies into the besieged 
city. 


"There is a risk involved in doing this in the present 
situation. But, on the other hand, if the United Nations 
act consistently, there will be a different situation, where 
troops are not subjected to harassment and assaults," 
Hans Haekkerup said. 


Minister’s UN Plan — Gorazde will be defended if 
this is militarily possible. The larger countries will 
show firmness of purpose. — UN forces will be 
reorganized so that they cannot be taken hostage. 
— The United Nations wiil continue to supply food 
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to the 2.5 million people now receiving emergency 
aid. Military and humanitarian efforts will go hand 
in hand. — A corridor will be opened from 
Sarajevo to ensure emergency aid, if necessary 
using military force. — The United Nations will 
stop approving resolutions which the organization 
cannot in any case enforce. 


Paris ‘Disappointed’ 
BR1807135895 Paris LE MONDE in French 
18 Jul 95 p2 


[Report signed "A.D.": "The West Remains Divided on 
Action to Take in Bosnia’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The chiefs of staff of the 
French, U.S., and British Armed Forces — respectively 
Admiral Jacques Lanxade, General John Shalikashvili, 
and Sir Peter Inge — ended their London meeting late 
in the night of Sunday 16 July after more than six hours 
of discussion without reaching agreement on a concrete 
plan of operation. Paris said it was disappointed and 
hoped that meetings of political officials scheduled for 
this week will allow progress to be made. 


France proposed a plan in the hope of protecting the 
enclaves of Sarajevo and Gorazde. The plan suggests 
the creation of a multinational force based on the 
Rapid Reaction Force [RRF]. The new entity, supported 
by U.S. airplanes and helicopters, would, as soon as 
possible, come to the help of the besieged populations 
and the Blue Helmets (4,560 in Sarajevo and 440 in 
Gorazde.) 


Concerning Gorazde, this force could, according to 
French defense experts, be made up of as many as 3,000 
fighters, the RRF being scheduled to have 8,000 men by 
mid-August. The support in airplanes and helicopters 
being asked of the United States is made necessary by 
the fact that the French and British, who make up the 
largest part of the RRF, will have only 70 helicopters 
in all once the force is completely deployed. The reply 
from the U.S. delegation to this request from Admiral 
Lanxade did noi appear to be clear. 


In substance, General Shalikashvili considered that his 
two allies were asking for a military commitment on 
the ground from the United States, through aircraft and 
helicopter means, and that, under these conditions, it 
was necessary *0 consult beforehand the Congress in 
Washington since such a move involves the direct use 
of U.S. forces overseas. 


The three chiefs of staff are expected to report on their 
meeting to their respective governments so that the issue 
could be dealt with in London on Friday 21 July during 
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the meeting of foreign and defense ministers of the 
countries involved. [passage omitted] 


Paris Increase Reconnaissance 


BR1907110295 Paris LE MONDE in French 
19 Jul 95 p3 


[Report by Jacques Isnard: "France Is To Step Up 
Reconnaissance Flights by Its Spy Planes"] 


([FBIS Translated Text] France is going to have to 
step up the flights of its own reconnaissance aircraft 
over Bosnia following NATO’s decision — taken in 
the light of the destruction of one U.S. F-16 by a 
Serbian missile in June — to keep the flights of similar 
allied aircraft to a strict minimum. The United States, 
in particular, is intent on keeping its crews alive, 
and will now rely for its intelligence primarily on 
flights by U2 spy planes flying at very high altitudes 
and on pilotless reconnaissance craft (so-called drones) 
launched from Albania and recovered several hours 
later after flying over the most sensitive areas. Under 
these circumstances, France fears that the Americans 
are not communicating all the intelligence that they 
are gathering to those countries which have troops in 
Bosnia. 


NATO decided to limit flights and acquire intelligence 
via less vulnerable means. Moreover, authorized flights 
by spy planes will have to be escorted by combat 
aircraft: For each mission there are plans to provide 
protection in the form of two aircraft loaded with 
electronic jamming equipment, and two others equipped 
with antiradar missiles. 


At the same time the United States has decided to resort 
to the intelligence-gathering capabilities of their high- 
altitude U2 spy planes, ~vhich cruise at speeds that keep 
them out of reach of most anti-aircraft missiles, and 
to their reconnaissance drones, pilotless Predator craft, 
which can stay aloft for 24 hours, cover 800 km at 
an altitude of 20 to 30 km, and which are launched 
from Albania where they spot movements on the ground 
before being recovered at the end of the mission. 


A Vital Need for the RRF 


France, whose reconnaissance aircraft — particularly 
Mirage FICR’s — have so far carried ov' nearly half 
of the missions devoted to intelligence-gathering for 
NATO, now fears that the recently imposed safety 
limitations are only of benefit to the United States, 
which is the only nation to have U2 aircraft and Predator 
drones. And yet the need for intelligence will be all 
the more vital if the Rapid Reaction Force, half of the 
troops in which are French, faces the risk of engagement 
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in Bosnia and requires a constantly accurate up-to- 
date picture of the situation on the ground. At present, 
within the context of the allied operation "Deny Flight," 
which is monitoring the air space over Bosnia, apart 
from its specialized Mirage F1CR’s and combat aircraft 
fitted with more basic observation equipment, France 
is using powerful twin- engined Mirage-IVP’s with a 
long-range capability, C-160 Gabriel aircraft, and one 
intercontinental DC-8 Sarigue. 


Based in Mont-de-Marsan, the Mirage IVP’s carry 
a container — instead of an atom bomb — under 
their belly which houses several intelligence-gathering 
“sensors,” in particular a battery of Omera cameras. This 
aircraft flies at high altitude, thereby limiting the risks 
of interception. The Gabriel aircraft (based in Metz) and 
the Sarigue (in Evreux) are aircraft that carry out more 
electronic intelligence activities. 


In view of the situation, France now intends to step 
up the flights of its Mirage-IVP’s, mainly in the areas 
around Sarajevo and Gorazde. These aircraft, which fly 
at speeds well above the speed of sound, must follow 
the courses allocated to them by the allied commanders 
in Naples and Vicenza (in Italy) in o.der to fit in with 
the air traffic controlled by NATO within the context of 
operation “Deny Flight.” According to the information 
oMtained in Paris, NATO is not trying to block any 
intensification of French reconnaissance flights. For the 
time being, France is unable to use the Helios 1A 
Satellite that it successfully launched into orbit on 7 July 
to meet the needs of its mission in Bosnia. The satellite 
will not become fully operational before October 1995. 


Papoulias: ‘Geneva Type’ Talks 


NC1807145895 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
18 Jul 95 p6 


|Report by P. Pandelis from Brussels} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Most of the "15" EU foreign 
ministers rejected the proposal for military intervention 
in Bosnia- Herzegovina that is backed by France, saying 
the efforts for a political and diplomatic solution must 
continue. 


Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev, who partic- 
ipated in the Council of EU Foreign Ministers’ discus- 
sion of the burning problem in Bosnia-Herzegovina, and 
Carl Bildt, the new mediator on the Yugoslav issue, sup- 
ported the search for a peaceful solution. Foreign Min- 
ister Karolos Papoulias proposed peace negotiations of 
a “new Geneva" type. 


Papoulias said the foreign ministers examined all 
aspects of smoothing out the clashes in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. He clarified: They might not have made 
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specific decisions but the general belief is that they 
have ruled out any direct or indirect military solution. 


Papoulias also referred to Bildt’s statement yesterday 
that anyone who accepts the military solution must be 
determined to end it, saying: The conclusion will be 
a Balkan war and the irrevocable disruption of Euro- 
pean security. The “current situation” rules out the with- 
drawal of UN forces from Bosnia-Herzegovina, because 
sizable military forces, abundant military material, and 
a tremendous cost that no one understands will be de- 
manded. He stressed that the narrow range of operations 
undertaken so far has not led to the expected outcome; 
instead it has created greater deadlocks. He said: Every- 
one admits we must follow the path of a diplomatic solu- 
tion. He stressed that negotiations must first be held with 
all the warring factions and said Greece had proposed 
a new “Geneva type” international conference. Papou- 
lias proposed that all the parties involved in the Bosnian 
war participate in the “new Geneva" meeting, basically 
aiming to end the clashes, protect the UN forces, and 
secure humanitarian aid for civilians. 


Papoulias said the incomplete agreement between Serb 
President Slobodan Milosevic and U.S. special envoy 
Frazier—who were close to reaching a peaceful solu- 
tion with the recognition of Bosnia- Herzegovina by 
Belgrade and the “generous suspension of the sanc- 
tions” against Serbia—must pave the way for the “new 
Geneva.” 


The foreign minister praised Bildt and said he believes 
he will continue his efforts to conclude an agreement 
with Milosevic. Papoulias will also explain the Greek 
positions to Bosnian Foreign Minister Muhamed Secir- 
begovic, who will visit Athens on Thursday [20 July]. 


Referring to the U.S., German, French, British, and 
Russian contact group, which will confer in London on 
Friday, Papoulias said it must decide on measures to 
protect the UN peacekeepers. He also said he believes 
it will not make decisions that will contradict the 
diplomatic solution of the Bosnian crisis. 


Papoulias met Kozyrev privately on the sidelines of the 
EU Council of Foreign Ministers and said their views on 
the Bosnian issue and the measures that must be taken 
to overcome the crisis were the same. [passage omitted] 


Kok Criticizes French Remarks 
BR1807152695 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
in Dutch 15 Jul 95 pl 


[Unattnbuted report: "Kok Severely Criticizing French 
Government” ] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Hague, 15 July — Prime 
Minister Kok severely criticized the French government 
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yesterday. The latter had suggested that the Netherlands 
military had offered insufficient resistance in Srebrenica. 
Says Kok: "I refuse to accept that anyone creates the 
impression that The Netherlands messed up over there.” 
He also objected to "the language of a too one-sided 
boastfulness" on the part of French President Chirac 
with regard to a recapture of Muslim enclaves. In Kok’s 
opinion, this is "madness," both from a military and 
from a political point of view. 


The French plan to protect the remaining Muslim 
enclaves against the Bosnian-Serb Army with heavily 
armed foreign units, is unworkable, Defense Minister 
Voorhoeve said yesterday at his daily press conference 
on the situation in Bosnia. He believes it is very unwise 
to resort to military violence "as long as e.g. Netherlands 
military are being kept prisoners by the Bosnian-Serb 
Army.” The defense minister added that he understands 
Chirac’s impatience. "He is driven by noble motives. 
The president is also right in emphasizing that the 
current evolution is regrettable. We also consider it to 
be an extremely worrisome and exasperating situation,” 
Voorhoeve said. [passage omitted] 


Solana Opposes Lift of Embargo 


BR1707152095 Madrid ABC in Spanish 16 Jul 95 
pp 14-16 


[Interview with Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana 
by Isabel San Sebastian in Madrid; date not given: 
“Causing General Election To Coincide With Catalan 
Autonomous Community Elections Is Ruled Out"} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Evening 
falls over the Santa Cruz Palace [Foreign Ministry]. 
The day has been long and the iast telephone call, 
from Carl Bildt, [European] Community negotiator for 
Bosnia, gives us the opportunity to beein this interview 
with the tragedy which is taking place. Bosnia or double 
morale. 


[San Sebastian] Does the growing impression that the 
United Nations and NATO are making themselves 
ridiculous in Bosnia, while a handful of Serb rebels 
are flouting their resolutions with complete impunity, 
correspond to reality? 


[Solana] The situation in Bosnia is undoubtedly grave, 
the fall of Srebrenica is very grave, and we have tried to 
react as quickly as possible in three ways: To guarantee 
the arrival of humanitarian aid, to obtain a vigorous 
Statement by the Security Council which involves an 
attempt to recover that safe area, so that it will become 
as demilitarized as possible, and step up Carl Bildt’s 
negotiating efforts. Right now, it is essential to maintain 
international unity, and it is also essential to realize that 
time is slipping through our fingers, and that we will no 
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longer be able to do what we are unable to do between 
now and the end of the summer, and so we will find 
ourselves in a situation of greater violence which could 
lead us to withdraw the blue helmets, which, in my 
opinion, would be a bad decision. 


[San Sebastian] What about the lifting of the embargo 
called for by the United States? 


[Solana] That is a measure which would have to be 
applied to everybody equally, which would not change 
the military situation substantially, and which could 
spread the conflict to other areas such as Kosovo. From 
my viewpoint, it would be a mistake. 


(San Sebastian] Does not the fact that the Serbs have 
disregarded the UN resolutions set a very grave prece- 
dent? 


[Solana] It could, but let us not forget that the United 
Nations is no more than the sum of its members and 
that we are al! confronted with a serious dilemma: This 
is a conilict which has two possible rationales; that of 
becoming involved militarily and that of continuing the 
diplomatic involvement, with ad hoc military actions 
aimed at supporting the political resolution of the 
conflict. The first solution is very difficult because our 
own societies do not allow us it. And that is the moral 
contradiction in which we find ourselves. We must 
therefore continue with the diplomatic way, which has 
achieved something, although not much, over the past 


few years. 


[San Sebastian] The Socialist Party has had something 
to do with that moral contradiction of which you speak, 
does it not? Do you remember the days of "NATO, from 
the outset, no?” 


[Solana] It is possible — I do not say that it is not — 
but I am reflecting on the present day, the country has 
matured, and the world has changed enough for us to 
tackle these things in another way and for us all to make 
this reflection: Are we prepared for that extra sacrifice 
entailed by a greater involvement in order to resolve a 
problem which is very difficult to resolve? 


[San Sebastian] Would it be resolved through greater 
involvement? 


[Solana] I do not believe so, but there are people who 
do. [passage omitted on the political crisis in Spain] 


Terrorism, Fisheries, and Employment Policy 


[San Sebastian] Let us change the subject. Is it not 
difficult to ask France for cooperation in the struggle 
against terrorism when we are not able to control the 
streets of the Basque Country here? 
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[Solana] It is not difficult. Fortunately, we now have 
institutional relations with France in many fields, in- 
cluding that of terrorism, which go far beyond the gov- 
ernment of the day. 


[San Sebastian] What about becoming the promoter of a 
global employment policy while being the country with 
the highest unemployment rate in Europe? 


[Solana] With greater reason we must do everything 
poss:ole to ensure that there are programs against 
unemployment, but this struggle must be waged at all 
levels — from the lowest to the EU [European Union) 
— because the latter cannot resolve the problem on its 
own. 


[San Sebastian] What specific steps has the government 
taken to ensure that the coming negotiation of the 
fisheries agreement with Britain and Ireland dos not lead 
to the tying up of more boats? 


[Solana] Spain was supposed to join in the Common 
Fisheries Policy in the year 2007; we have secured 
its joining in it in 1996, and I can tell you that the 
corresponding regulations have been approved and that 
1 January 1996 we will fully join in the Common 
Fisheries Policy, and this will enable us to return to 
the fishing grounds from which we were expelled many 


years ago. 
[San Sebastian] What, in your opinics, is the explana- 
tion for the very little enthusiasm shown by the Spanish 
people for the EU, just 10 years after our entry? 


[Solana] What is happening in Spain is something 
general throughout Europe, owing, in my opinion, to the 
fatigue which accompanies a recession. But apart from 
the economic phenomenon, there is a certain distancing 
from politics in general — domestic and European — 
throughout Europe, and here we do all have considerable 
responsibility — and we politicians first of all — which 
obliges us to conduct a policy closer to citizens, so that 
they will feel closer to institutions which may seem 
remote but which affect us in our everyday lives. 


{San Sebastian} You speak of greater closeness. What 
about honesty? 


[Solana] Undoubtedly. Proximity, closeness, austerity, 
generosity, and honesty. 


Solana: Gorazde ‘Not To Fall’ 


LD1907094095 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 
in Spanish 0600 GMT 19 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Moving to the current sit- 
uation in Bosnia, government troops defending Zepa 
and Serb attackers have got the Ukrainian blue helmets 
caught in the crossfire. [passage omitted] 
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Diplomatic efforts are being stepped up to defend the 
third Muslim enclave being contested, that of Gorazde, 
about which Foreign Minister Javier Solana said: It is 
not going to fall. [passage omitted] 


The EU administrator of Mostar, the German Hans 
Koschnik, today arrives in Madrid. He will be met by 
Foreign Minister Javier Solana and Defense Minister 
Gustavo Suarez Pertierra. Around 1,000 Spanish blue 
helmets are posted in Mostar, the capital of Herzegov- 
ina. In a few days’ time, Suarez Pertierra will travel to 
the city to visii the Spanish troops. 


Ciller: Lift Embargo 


TA1807134695 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 18 Jul 95 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
declared that the most important human right is the right 
to live and added: A new world cannot be built on the 
bodies of innocent Bosnian women and children. The 
prime minister stated that what is being experienced 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina now is not merely a historical 
disgrace, but also a moral disintegration. Pointing out 
that the Balkans pose a serious threat, Ciller called on 
the international community to display common sense. 
History must not repeat itself, Ciller remarked, asking 
therefore that the Bosnians should at least be accorded 
the right to defend themselves and that the embargo be 
lifted. 


Before Ciller addressed her party's assembly group 
meeting, a moment's silence was observed in memory 
of the Senirkent ‘lood victims. In her speech, Ciller said 
that events that constitute a human disgrace are being 
experienced in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


[Ciller] “Every country may have different views. Every 
country may have different interests. But, | am now 
calling on all those who are screaming on behalf of 
human rights in all parts of the world. A person's most 
important human right is the right to live. There is no 
other right that precedes this. A new world cannot be 
built on top of the bodies of innocent Bosnian children, 
women, and human beings.” 


The prime minister said that this was stated from the 
beginning and different pians were proposed for the 
solution of the problem. Explaining that Turkey clearly 
pointed out that even UN soldiers themselves could be 
taken hostage unless these plans are implemented, Ciller 
said: I regret to say that our predictions came true. 


[Ciller] “At this juncture in time, I again say that 
it is not too late. Let us mobilize ourselves to do 
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something. Turkey undertook new initiatives in the 
past two or three days. We asked ior an extraordinary 
meeting of the NATO Council at the ministerial level. 
It is also essential that the Islamic contact group meet 
urgently. Furthermore, we proposed a tripartite meeting 
among Turkey, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Croatia with 
the participation of the Bosnian and Croatian presidents. 
Today, I will telephone Mr. Clinton on this subject. 


My dear colleagues, the need to do something urgently 
is now evident. Innocent people are being massacred. 
This disaster is continuing in the very heart of Europe.” 


Ciller stressed that this could mortgage both the future 
and the history of Europe. 


[Ciller] “The Balkans pose a serious threat. I call on the 
international community once again to display common 
sense. History must not be allowed to repeat itself in 
the Balkans. The international community, which is 
unable to protect the Bosnians, must at least grant them 
the right to defend themselves. Let them at least have 
the capability to protect themselves. At least, let the 
embargo be entirely lifted. Let the Bosnians at least not 
be deprived of the opportunity to protect themselves 
while they register an epic of bravery and honor in 
history.” 


The prime minister recalled that the UN secretary 
general was invited to visit Turkey one year ago. Noting 
that she is aware of the justified reaction of the Turkish 
public to this visit, Ciller remarked, however, that the 
powers of the secretary general are limited. 


[Ciller] “The authority rests with the UN Security Coun- 
cil, but despite everything, I believe that the UN bureau- 
cracy should be more dynamic and enterprising. A to- 
tal impartiality between the aggressor and the innocent 
runs contrary to our consciences. It is particularly im- 
possible to approve of certain UN soldiers celebrating 
together with the aggressors. The Bosnian tragedy is a 
dark stain for the civilized world. This is the way history 
will record this event and history will not forgive. The 
extraordinary courage demonstrated by Bosnian women, 
children, and men will be recorded as such in history. 
It is NOt even necessary to display as much courage to 
protect world peace. It is sufficient to have much less 
than that; it is sufficient to display determination. We 
are once again calling on the international community 
to demonstrate this determination.” 
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Major: ‘Catastrophic Consequences’ 
LD1807153495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1443 GMT 18 Jul 95 


[By Trevor Mason, Parliamentary Chief Reporter, PA 
News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister today 
warned of “catastrophic” consequences if a way forward 
cannot be found to resolve the Bosnian crisis. 


In his strongest comments yet about the conflict, Mr 
Major said wie international peacekeeping effort was 
becoming “more dangerous and more hazardous as day 
succeeds day”. 


He acknowledged at Commons question time that it was 
possible that events were going to head in the direction 
of a UN withdrawal and a lifting of the Bosnian arms 
embargo. But he added: “I do believe that that, were it 
to happen, would ve a course that we would regret and 
a course the Bosnians would come to regret as well. 


“There are no magic answers. What is clear is that it is 
not practical to mix war fighting with peacekeeping and 
we need to be entirely clear about that.” 


Minutes later, Leader of the Commons Tony Newton 
announced that MPs would hold an emergency debate 
on the crisis tomorrow, before they leave Westminster 
that night for the summer recess. 


As the issue dominated question time exchanges, Labour 
leader Tony Blair said: “After the appalling events in 
Srebrenica and Zepa would you agree that rather than 
talking of withdrawal, having designated safe areas and 
encouraged people to enter them, it is our duty to 
pursue all practical means to uphold the UN mandate 
and prevent further ethnic cleansing. We should use 
the UNPROFOR force to open up the supply road to 
Sarajevo. We must impress on our American colleagues 
the absolute necessity not just of rhetoric but practical 
support for our actions. Finally, threat after threat has 
been made to the Bosnian Serbs and not been carried 
out. 


“Over the next few days we must work out our 
bottom line and this time stick to it — otherwise the 
consequences for the UN and the resolution of conflicts 
everywhere will be lasting and disastrous.” 


Mr Major, in his last Commons question time until 
October 17, disclosed that he and the Opposition leader 
had spoken “at length” about Bosnia earlier today. 


Mr Blair had also unusually given him advance notice 
of his question. The Prime Minister said there were only 
three options for the future of Bosnia. 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copymg and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











8 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


"The first is to see events escalate from the present 
circumstances into full scale war, which would need 
a huge Nato force, including American ground troops if 
that were remotely to be a practicality. 


"Second, to try to continue the UN humanitarian and 
peacekeeping work. 


"I have to say to the House this is becoming more 
dangerous and more hazardous as day succeeds day and 
carrying on that work does not guarantee prevention of 
the sort of attacks we have seen at Srebrenica and Zepa. 


“But against that, the activities of the UN are still saving 
a great number of lives and the activities particularly of 
British troops in central Bosnia have brought peace to an 
area where we saw bloodshed and carnage on a massive 
scale only two years ago. 


“The third option is to withdraw Unprofor and then to 
lift the arms embargo. 


“It is possible that events are going to head in that 
direction but I do believe that that, were it to happen, 
would be a course that we would regret and a course 
the Bosnians would come to regret as well.” 


The Prime Minister went on: “Of those difficult options, 
I am sure that the right way is to go on trying to keep 
the peace, trying to provide help and trying to promote 
negotiations until or unless that is impossible.” 


He said Britain had taken the lead in international efforts 
this week to try to secure a concerted response to the 
escalation of violence and “determine a viable way 
forward”. He added: “I hope such a way can be found 
because if it cannot, the alternatives for Bosnia and the 
whole of the region are potentially catastrophic.” 


For the Liberal Democrats, Alan Beith said: “If there is 
not to be « .otal and irreversible humiliation of the UN 
and all that 1i stands for in this desperate situation, don’t 
clear and achievable objectives have to be identified and 
followed through? 


“Wouldn't one of those be the maintenance and defence 
of a clear humanitarian route over Mount Igman for the 
relief and supply of Sarjevo?" 


Mr Major said Mr Beith might well be right. This was 
one of the matters being examined at present with the 
commanders on the ground. Mount Igman, aluhough 
Suitable in summer was perhaps less suitable in winter. 


“What is necessary for Sarajevo is an access and egress 
route both in summer and winter. So I do not deny the 
importance of having proper access and egress to Mount 
Igma”.” 
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He told Mr Beith that it was necessary to look at the 
wider questions, as well as individual “snippets” of 
policy like this. 

"I make the point again, for it is important for the 
safety of our troops and the protection forces for this 
to be recognised — one cannot mix war fighting with 
peacekeepi § 

"There is an element of action that can be taken but 
we must leave it to the commanders on the ground to 
determine precisely where that line is drawn, unless 
the Western democracies are prepared to cross that 
line entirely towards a war fighting role and | see no 
indication that powers are prepared to do that.” 


Labour’s David Winnick (Walsall N) asked: "Do you 
understand how deeply betrayed the people of Bosnia 
feel, who live in the so-called safe areas and have had 
no protection at all in the face of Serbian aggression? 


"If it was right, as I believe it was, for this House to 
pass legislation about alleged Nazi war criminals living 
in Britain, what's the international community going to 
do about those war criminals who in Bosnia today are 
ethnic cleansing, mass murdering, carrying out rapes 
and other such war crimes? 


"Is any action going to be taken to bring these war 
criminals to justice?” 

Mr Major replied: “You know the answer to that because 
it has been given in this House on a number of occasions 
and you know the answer to that question is Yes. But | 
have to say, deeply though you may feel about this, you 
ought not to underestimate the work that has been done 
by the aid agencies and UN troops who have aided the 
aid agencies. 

“Many people alive today wouldn't have been but for 
that action and that action was largely led by this 
country and British troops.” 


Mr Newton's announcement later of tomorrow's emer- 
gency debate was welcomed by shadow leader of the 
House Ann Taylor and by Liberal Democrat spokesman 
Archy Kirkwood. But Mr Kirkwood pressed Mr New- 
ton: “Will you assure us that this will not be a substitute 
for a recall of Parliament if the circumstances dictate 
that Parliament should be recalled?” 


Mr Newton said previous actions by the Government, 
including the recall of Parliament during the spring 
recess, showed he and Mr Major were “always willing 
to make appropriate arrangements as circumstances 
Labour's Andrew Faulds (Warley E) said Mr Newton 
had not been as categoric as he might about recalling 
Parliament during the summer recess if necessary. 
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“Can we have an absolute assurance that if this Govern- 
ment of supine gentlemen plans a retreat from Bosnia 
in the scuffle they intend, the House has a chance to 
debate this matter before it’s done?” 


Mr Newton retorted: “If we felt Bosnia didn’t matter 
we wouldn't have recalled Parliament during the recent 
sivort recess precisely because of an important develop- 
meni that needed to be debated. 


Tomorrow's debate will be on a formal motion to 
adjourn the House and will be opened by Defence 
Secretary Michael Portillo. Foreign Office Minister Sir 
Nicholas Bonsor wil! wind up for the Government. 


Tony Banks (Lab Newham NW) said the debate should 
end on a suhstantive mc‘*3n on which MPs could vote 
"so the wiii G) the House can be known to the country 
at large”. 


The Bosniz wate wi!) replace one which was planned 
about sport, prot; ed 8, last week's announcement by 
the Prime Ministey «’ a huge initiative to boost sporting 
excellence, including a #100 million sporting academy. 


Mr Newton said: “There is no question of putting this 
matter on the back burner. But it will be universally 
agreed that Bosnia must come ahead of it tomorrow.” 


He would make every effort to provide time for a debate 
on sport when the Commons returned in mid-October. 


Solana to Kozyrev: ‘Full Respect of Human Rights’ 


BR1807152395 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
18 Jul 95 p4 


[Report by “Xavier Vidal-Folch”: “Reminders of Chech- 
nya for Kozyrev’ 


[FBIS Translated Text) Brussels — Europe's relation- 
ship with Russia is “essential for the continent's stabil- 
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ity,” Javier Solana stated following the signing of the in- 
terim trade agreement which he signed with his Russian 
counterpart, Andrey Kozyrev. The interim agreement 
develops trade relations, removing quantitative obsta- 
cles, pending the ratification of the overall cooperation 
agreement of 1994. 


The signing had been delayed since January because 
of the Chechen crisis, but the Cannes summit noted 
“progress” in its nonviolent resolution and gave it 
the go-ahead. Even so, Solana drove the point home 
by reminding Kozyrev that the European Union (EU) 
champions “full respect” of human rights and demo- 
cratic principles. Something that Commissioner Hans 
van den Broek emphasized: “We await a final solution 
for Chechnya.” 


Kozyrev, verbose and speaking in Spanish, acted as if he 
had turned a deaf ear concerning Chechnya, in order to 
emphasize instead that the democratic system has been 
established in Russia “for the first time in centuries,” 
with the election of president and parliament, the setuung 
up of a Constitutional Court, and press freedom: All this 
on the basis of a reform which has privatized 60 percent 
of the Russian economy. 


The new agreement's impetus for the economic reform 
will be considerable, the Russian minister forecast, “and 
will thus help make the political reform irreversible.” 
Kozyrev lavishly praised the Spanish EU presidency, 
and said that he awaits with interest the visit which 
Felipe Gonzalez and Commission President Jacques 
Santer will pay to Moscow 12 September. 
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Commentary Views U.S. Opportunities in Vietnam 
AU/1907105595 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 19 Jul 95 p10 


[Commentary by Christel Pilz: “Open Doors”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bangkok — When the commu- 
nist North Vietnam defeated the south, which was allied 
with the United States, at the end of April 1975, Hanoi’s 
revolutionanes hoped for two things: for billions of dol- 
lars in reparations from Washington and for close coop- 
eration with U.S. oil companies. They wanted only the 
best technology to explore and exploit their oil and gas 
resources in the South China Sea. If they had received 
both and adjusted the ruined north to the then liberal 
market economy system of the south, Vietnam would 
now be the economic leader of the southeast Asian re- 


gion. 


However, this insight came late. The race to catch up 
is all the more intensive. The diplomatic recognition 
by the United States has removed the last obstacle. 
Among other things, this means that Washington now 
can authorize various institutions, such as the Exim 
Bank, to support U.S. companies in Vietnam and to 
finance projects. Both sides can now begin to negotiate 
agreements, which are of fundamental importance for 
U.S. business: agreements on investment protection, 
avoiding double taxation, or aviation, which would 
permit direct flights between the two countries. 


The behavior of the Vietnamese leadership in these 
negotiations will show which role it wants to grant 
the U.S. Administration and U.S. industry in Vietnarn’s 
further development. There is no other country in the 
southeast Asian region where the people have such 
friendly feelings toward the United States as in Vietnam. 
The United States has the reputation of having the best 
of everything. 


On the other hand, Vietnam offers the United States the 
opportunity to build itself a new piatform in southeast 
Asia, both in terms of security policy and economy. 
At the moment, U.S. companies, with approved invest- 
ments of $550 million, occupy just seventh place on 
Vietnam's list of foreign investors. If Washington is in- 
terested in having its industry move up to place one, this 
could be achieved relatively easily. Vietnam's economy 
is still the process of development and Japan's position 
can be easily overtaken. 


Vietnam has begun to modernize its steel, cement, 
and sugar industries. The entire ic.‘tastructure is to be 
expanded. The oil and natural gas rc sources are to be 
exploited as quickly as possible. Pipelines must be laid. 
The construction of gas fractionators and refineries is 
planned. And Hanvi offers open doors — but only 
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if Washington refrains from intervening in domestic 
Vietnamese politics. 


Kinkel Reviews Foreign Policy in Africa 
AU1907100895 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 19 Jul 95 p5 


[Article by Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel: “Global 
Structural Policy Is a ‘Cross-Section’ Task” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Next week an approximately 
one-week tnp to Africa will take me to Tanzania, 
Rwanda, and Burundi. Since the assassination of the 
first freely elected president of Burundi in October 1993 
and the beginning of the genocide in Rwanda in April 
1994, this region has provided shocking headlines about 
our neighboring continent 


In this “region of the big lakes’ German and European 
foreign policy are trying to make a contribution to 
Stabilize Rwanda aiter the end of the civil war and 
to support the efforts of the international community 
to avoid new atrocities in Burundi. This applies in 
particular to Rwanda where we have taken over a 
pilot function ever since we held the EU presidency 
during the second half of 1994. My visit will give me 
the opportunity to discuss with the pelitucians, but also 
with other representatives of the people what has been 
achieved so far and, in particular, also the still existing 
deficits and to sei a course for our future actions. 


German foreign policy cannot be successful in this Cen- 
tral African crisis region if the different spheres of poli- 
tics are not sensibly coordinated and tied into one over- 
all approach: humanitanan aid, aid for reconstruction, 
medium- and long-term development cooperation, but 
also support for establishing and consolidating demo- 
cratic institutions, help to establish a constitutional state 
and legal security, and, above all, all the various instru- 
ments of conflict prevention, conflict settlement, and re- 
moving the consequences, anu, not ieast, permanent and 
open dialogue among all parties involved. The begin- 
ning of af.y activities in al! these spheres is a political 
decision of principle. This requires the Foreign Ministry 
to act as a guiding force and a coordinator. 


The example of the “region of the big lakes” shows 
the phenomenon cf globalization of politics particularly 
clearly. The upheaval in 1989 has opened our eyes: safe- 
guarding peace, respect for human rights, constitutional 
State, and lasting stability through economic and social 
development ae our tasks of the future. On the othur 
hand, i, large parts of the world, not only in Africa, 
poverty and hunger are still rampant. Overpopulation 
and the destruction of the natural bases of life, but also 
the disregard of human rights and of the rights of mi- 
norities are a fertile soil for violence. In many countries 
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these developments have caused streams of refugees, 
which do not stop at national borders. Often, these de- 
velopments form a complicated lattice of cause and ef- 
fect and increase the dange:s to peace and stability in 
the world. In particular in the Third World this may 
lead to a vicious circle, whose consequences do not 
spare the industrial countries, either. We can cope with 
the new problems only together. Therefore, we support 
the strengthening of the multilateral system and of the 
United Nations, which form the framework for peace, 
stability. and development all over the world. There- 
fore, intensive cooperation with the Third World is in 
our very Own interest. 


German forc__a policy is facing up to the tripie responsi- 
bility for peace, stability, and development. It is a value- 
oriented policy of interests and a policy of common 
responsibility. In his speech of principles on a mod- 
ern German foreign policy on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the German Foreign Policy Society in 
Bonn on 13 March, President Herzog explained this 
as follows: “There is no contradiction between inter- 
est and responsibility, at least not under the conditions 
of the current international system. Economic interde- 
pendence, global environmental risks, and new transna- 
tional threats to security turn the international commu- 
nity into a community of interests, whether or not it 
likes that.” 


As a result of being freed from the ideological burden 
of the East-West conflict, a global basic consensus ‘»s 
forming. This has also increased the prospects for a 
new dialogue between north and south. Insight into the 
increasing interdependence strengthens the conviction 
in industrial and developing countries that the global 
challenges can be mastered only through international 
cooperation within the framework of a “global structural 
policy.” This cannot be based on the principle of social 
welfare but only on the principle of “help for self-help.” 


Elements of such a global structural policy would be: 


— the development of participatory development strate- 
gies and governmental reform programs, aimed at trans- 
parency, accountability, constitutionality, democratiza- 
tion, and respect for human rights; 


— more intensive political dialogue and cooperation to 
strengthen the developing countries’ own responsibility; 


— development of the private sector and market econ- 
omy reforms; 


— integrating the developing countries in the interna- 
tional trade system; 
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— combating reasons for conflict and n.igration instead 
of trying to contain the damage and remedy the symp- 
toms; 

— interlacing humanitarian or disaster relief with 
longer-term development aid; 

— strengthening the United Nations so that it can 
completely fulfill its tasks of economic and social 
cooperation. 


All these elements are part of a modern foreign policy, 
which comprises many important individual fields that 
have an internal and external effect, such as develop- 
ment aid, humanitarian and disaster relief, environmen- 
tal policy, agricultural policy, trade policy, technology 
and communications policy. The point is not to pursue 
these fields side by side, isolated from each other or 
even against each other, bui to put them into a context 
so that they affect each other. Global structural pol- 
icy iS a “Cross-section” task, which confronts the For- 
eign Ministry's classical coordinating function with new 
challenges. If we want to solve the international tasks 
of the future, we must fit the individual sectors of our 
policy into the overall concept of our foreign relations. 
We should look towaru the mental preparation together 
and develop the necess“ry instruments together. This is 
the only way to achieve a situation in the future, too, in 
which Germany speaks with one voice and thus remains 
a reliahie partner in the Third World. 


Kohl’s ‘Authority’ in CDU Seen ‘Increased’ 
AU1807162795 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Jul 95 p 3 


[Article by Claus Gennrich: “The Chancellor Needs 
Little Muscle; The Name of the Union's Path and 
Destination Is Kohl"] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Bonn, 17 July — Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl can go with satisfaction into 
his last working week before the summer vacation: In 
the strategy talks of the two Union parties this Tuesday 
{18 July} in Bonn he will determine the tone and he 
will be able to rely on his authority, which has now 
even increased in the foreign-policy area. He would 
have enough muscle — if necessary — but probably 
will not have to use it to tell the Union where it has 
to go. The name of the path and the destination is 
still Kohl. In the past few days the government head 
acted with caution and pragmatism: support, but no 
ground forces for Bosnia; slight hints but no demands 
to French President Chirac in connection with the 
nuclear tests; respect for Chinese head of state Jiang 
Zemin but not closemouthed on human rights. And 
his support for Poland came more clearly than many 
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expected. Instead of using the cautious formulas of 
the script prepared for his visit to Warsaw, he voiced 
his desire —-no promise of implementation — that 
Poland would be integrated into the EU and, more 
importantly, NATO still within this decade. In his first 
talks with Polish Prime Minister Oleksy, Kohl realized 
that the moment required something clearer than tactical 
safeguards toward East and West. He could feel that 
his Polish partner was badly expecting tc be given 
a timeframe so that his people would not lose the 
readiness to support reforms. Kohl once again proved 
his instinct for the right moment and priority; he reacted 
immediately. 


Kohl cannot count on having a quiet vacation. Bosnia 
will keep him busy; the controversy over the future 
shape of state welfare will go beyond Bluem. According 
to Kohl's and Waigel’s will, the Union will now mainly 
be building a dam against SPD-Greens coalitions; 
however, this dam will not be designed to be absolutely 
tight from the very beginning. Surveys look favorable 
for the Union at the moment; the picture is spoilt only 
by looking at its coalition partner, the Free Democratic 
Party [FDP]. The FDP is under 5 percent — in western 
Germany above, in the East far below. The FDP is 
struggiing with unity. One month after he was elected 
at the party congress in Mainz, FDP Chairman Gerhardt 
is out of action for the moment. He had just started to 
bring some peace into the party; he attracted positive 
attention in the Bundestag with his fervent though well- 
balanced speeches in the debates on Bosnia and France. 
After his heart surgery, people in the underground in 
the coalition and the FDP have started rumors about 
whether Gerhardt will be able to keep himself at the 
top — and if so, for how long — and who could 
succeed him. The FDP will hardly grant its chairman 
the necessary peace to fully recover from the operation. 
This has also an affect on Kohl. 


As in the government, Kohl strengthened his influence 
in foreign policy in the CDU, too. He has put through 
the position that the federal chancellor cannot be ex- 
pected to do or say anything that could get him into 
trouble in Europe. In the Bundestag group he is rely- 
ing on Seiters concerning foreign-policy issues. This 
is why Schaeuble can now focus more on domestic 
and social policy issues. Sciiaeuble is trying to make 
work easier for Kohl; and since someone else is do- 
ing that in foreign policy, the chairman of the CDU/ 
CSU Bundestag group is concentrating on difficult pro- 
cesses such as the mediating procedures between the 
Bundestag and Bundesrat and the controversy over tax 
policy with the SPD. Schaeuble is increasingly looking 
toward domestic-policy reform projects. It is here that 
he wants to maintain the CDU’s ability to shape Ger- 


FBIS-WEU.95-138 
19 July 1995 


many’s future and thus the capability to stay in power. 
Conflicts between Schaeuble and Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel seem to have eased as of late. As one has just 
been able to observe, Schaeuble is trying to give Waigel 
cover wherever possible; he steps in whenever he spots 
imminent danger. 


The question of how long Kohi will remain chancellor is 
considered to be taboo. Within and outside his party the 
chancellor is experiencing that many are asking him to 
Stay on until after 1998. At one point during the course 
of the EU government conference on Maastricht Il he 
will probably examine whether he should run again. 
The decision will probably depend on a number of 
factors. One of them may be who the SPD’s chancellor 
candidate will be, and what the international situation is 
like at the time. The condition remains that everybody 
must agree that the CDU/CSU can continue to rule only 
with the help of Kohl. If Kohl were to take back his 
announcement that he would not run another time, he 
would certainly not do so for the same reason as in 1994. 
In the last elections Kohl “wanted to know whether he 
would be elected again.” Now he knows. If he were to 
go through the ordeal of yet another campaign then he 
would do so probably out of a sense of duty. Judging 
by the current atmosphere Kohl will not be able to 
make such a decision. Schaeuble is untiringly atteudin,; 
meetings and holding out in long sessions as if tryinz 
to demonstrate that, if necessary, he would, despite 
everything, be physically able to cope with the strain of 
being chancellor. No successor, whoever it would be, 
could expect to be able to work as much as Kohl does 
thanks to his almost intimidating powerful constitution. 
Since Kohl is an exceptional physical phenomenon, 
which he proves on boiling hot days of travel as recently 
in Poland, with no effect on his intellectual powers, all 
others are almost equal and do not have to try to exceed 
one another; yet, there is no way they could compete 
with the giant. 


When Stoiber now says that the CSU was expecting 
Kohli to remain chancellor after 1998, this is directed 
against the assumption that the CSU would, otherwise, 
automatically support Schaeuble as Kohl's successor. 
The CSU wants to show that it has the right to make 
its own claim, even if it were raised only theoretically 
in case of emergency. If the CDU agreed on Schaeuble, 
the CSU would ultimately have no alternative than, like 
it Of not, to accept it. Yet, one cannot help suspecting 
that, much against Waigel’s will, Stoiber is so strongly 
endorsing the extension of Kohl's chanceliorship so that 
he is gaining time for his own run on Bonn. After all, 
some are saying that there are competent presidents in 
Washington too who qualified for office by virtue of 
their experience in the governments of a federal state; 
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such parallels are not only meant in connection with 
the former minister president of Mainz, Kohl. As a 
result of its poor state in Bonn, the SPD is helping 
the Union parties and the coalition government. After 
the Bundestag elections people said that power would 
be more difficult to exercise on shaky foundation; yet 
now the ranks of the coalition appear to be more closed 
and it is Cooperating more smoothly — despite some 
defeats in the Bundesrat — than the social democrats 
are able to among themselves. The atmosphere in the 
Union regarding the result of surveys fluctuates between 
Satisfaction about the figures it reaches and horror about 
the FDP; the middle way is the hope for an absolute 
majority of seats in 1998 should the FDP and the Party 
of Democratic Socialism fail to return to the Bundestag; 
then even 45 percent of the votes could be enough for 
the Union. Those who think of that scenario are banking 
all the more strongly on Kohli as the front runner. 


Kohl's relationship with Schroeder is ambivalent. He 
has respect for the Lower Saxony minister president and 
knows that he has to fear him more as an opponent than 
the bloodless Scharping. The coalition carefully noted 
that Verheugen said that whoever wanted to run against 
Scharping and maybe wanted to become chancellor 
candidate should be chosen by the SPD grassroots 
members. Considering Schroeder's popularity, people 
have concluded that, because of its desperate situation, 
the SPD will ultimately bank on Schroeder. In the 
Union's view, the main opponent is now to be found 
in the camp of the Greens, because the Greens are 
skimming off voters from the SPD, thus making it 
incapable of getting a majority. Yet, if the SPD were 
to move toward bourgeois voters, it would deter green 
voters. Only Schroeder might be able to overcome 
this dilemma. Kohl has always liked strong opposition 
leaders to talk to. He likes to know for sure that his 
partner, even if he is his opponent, can enforce what 
has agreed. The rift appeared during Engholm’s era as 
SPD chairman; his weakness irritated the chancellor. 
Kohl may feel an affinity for Schroeder for the latter's 
joy of living, power instinct, and pragmatism. Basically, 
Kohl even gets on quite well with Lafontaine. 


With his polite insistence, FDP Chairman Gerhardt 
seems to have won Ko'll’s sympathy. Although he is not 
a minister, Gerhardt takes part in the coalition rounds; 
cooperation there is regarded as good. Gerhardt is trying 
to give the FDP contours without conjuring up a dispute 
within the coalition each time; he does not identify with 
Lambsdorff's language. Kohl is obviously hoping that 
Gerhardt will not make any mistakes, thus managing 
to lift the FDP across the 5- percent hurdle. Kohli 
knows that he can govern more easily with a coalition 
than he would ever be able to with a narrow absolute 
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majority. This would make him dependent on almost 
any small group within his own party. The head of a 
coalition government can enforce his will toward his 
own party better. Gerhardt also attracted the chancellor's 
attention by quickly familiarizing himself with the 
issues of each coalition round. Under Chairman Kinkel, 
Secretary General Westerwelle had a dominant role; he 
sometimes had to fill a vacuum. This has now changed. 
Gerhardt has familiarized himself with the work, does 
not get worked up like Kinkel, and, nevertheless, takes a 
resolute position. As FDP chairman, Kinkei was always 
also the foreign minister under the chancellor who is 
dominating foreign policy; Gerhardt has more of a 
free hand. And, as if being relieved of the permanent 
pressure, even Kinkel now seems to be more balanced 
in the Cabinet and in the coalition round. Immediately 
after he was elected chairman in Mainz, Gerhardt spoke 
to Kol on the telephone; since then, the two have 
discussed many issues at great length. Now it is not 
only those FDP matadors who are well disposed toward 
their new chairman who are worried about Gerhardt’s 
health. 


A government reshuffle in Bonn is expected for the 
middie of the legislative term, that is to say late 
1996 or early 1997. The reshuffle would be even 
more urgent if it were clear by then that the Union 
was considering entering the election campaign with 
Schaeuble as its candidate. The FDP has so few 
presentable people that for this legislative term it could 
only muster the strength for one “major performance” in 
a cabinet reshuffle. Therefore, the FDP cannot provide 
new personnel as early as at the end of the year 
after the Berlin election, and then again not much 
later. Rumor has it that, at the most, the economics 
minister and chairman of the Berlin land group, Rexrodt, 
could be replaced in a limited action — maybe by 
Mainz Economics Minister Bruederle, who was recently 
also elected federal deputy FDP chairman, and who 
is regarded as an all- round talent in the FDP. All 
eyes in the CDU, CSU, and FDP are directed at 
next spring. In March 1996 there will be a whole 
series of elections. The results in Schleswig-Holstein, 
Baden- Wuerttemberg, and Rhineland-Palatinate will 
preformulate certain decisions for the Union, the FDP, 
and the coalition as a whole. They will determine the 
Starting positions for the 1998 Bundestag elections. 
Everybody has started working cut strategies already. 
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CDU/CSU ‘Strategy Summit’ Reported 
AU1907091595 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 19 Jul 95 p2 


[Report signed “eli": "CDU and CSU Reject Black- 
Green”) 

{FBIS Translated Text] The Christian Democratic Union 
{[CDU] and Christian Social Union [CSU] have, with 
great unaiiiuiy, rejected a black-green coalition. In the 
Chanceuor’s Office, CDU and CSU leaders discussed 
long-term policies, focusing mainly on the debate on po- 
litical coalitions with Alliance 90/Greens and future en- 
vironmental policy. The CDU chairman, Federal Chan- 
cellor He!mut Kohl, said that at the federal level there 
will not be any black-green alliances “until the begin- 
ning of the next millennium.” According to participants 
in the meeting, Kohi mentioned the year 2005 in this 
connection. What would come after that he could not 
say, either, Kohl stated. 


The debate on black-green coalitions flared up at the 
weekend when the CSU and its party chairman, Theo 
Waigel, ia particular, asked the CDU for a clear 
rejection of such a coalition model. CDU officials were 
astonished at the vehemency of the CSU statements on 
this issue, particularly since leading CDU politicians 
believe that the issue is no longer so high on the agenda. 
The strategy summit in the Chancellor's Office, which 
was attended by the party and group chairmen, CDU/ 
CSU minister presidents, and selected other officials, 
nevertheless dedicated most of its time to this issue. 


Kohli made it clear that he wants to impart to the Union 
the image of the “party of the future.” Moreover, the 
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CDU and CSU would have to put greater emphasis 
again on Christian values, Koh! said. Waigel called 
on all participants in the meeting to be careful when 
dealing with the subject of Black-Green, arguing that the 
continuing debate was upgrading Alliance 90/Greens. 
Regarding the accusation from the CDU that Waigel 
himself was fomenting the discussion, Waigel said: 
"If [Deputy CDU/CSU Bundestag Group Chairman]) 
Geissler shuts up, we will not say any more on the 
issue.” 

Bavarian Minister President Edmund Stoiber argued that 
a black-green alliance was harmful for the economy and 
increased the cost of labor. The CSU voters would not 
support such a coalition. CDU/CSU Bundestag Group 
Chairman Wolfgang Schaeuble and CDU Secretary 
General Peter Hintze also see no chance for the alliance. 
The second part of the meeting was dominated by the 
issue of how the CDU/CSU cold lure voters away from 
Alliance 90/Greens. The participants agreed that the 
CDU and CSU must refine their ecological image. Kohl 
called for a “signal, similar to the catalytic converter.” 


Federal Social Democratic Party Manager Guenter Ver- 
heugen stated that the strategy summit was devoid of 
any political substance and called it a “fill-in for the 
summer recess.” The CDU has obviously written off 
the FDP as a coalition partner, he said. Juergen Trittin, 
federal manager of Alliance 90/Greens, noted that he 
Saw no common ground with the CDU at the federal or 
land levels and said the coalition debate was “lacking 
any sense of reality.” 
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Military Expert on Need for Nuclear Tests 


AU1707132895 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 16 Jul 95 p6 


{Interview with Jacques Bouchard, head of the Military 
Technology Department in the Nuclear Energy Com- 
missariat, by Lorenz Winter in Paris; date not given: 
"Nuclear Weapons Also Age — Just Like any Military 
Materiel” 

(FBIS Translated Text] [Winter] France claims that 
the new nuclear tests are necessary to be able to 
use simulations of nuclear explosions later on. Which 
systems are to be tested? 


{Bouchard} Only systems that already exist, but no new 
ones, as France has repeatedly explained. 


[Winter] What is the point of testing such systems? 


[Bouchard] Like any other military materiel, nuclear 
weapons also age, and they do so relatively quickly 
because of the radioactive processes in the warheads. 
Thus, weapons systems of the same technical generation 
must be replaced after a certain period, and the replace- 
ments must once again be tested as to their readiness 
for use. 


[Winterj But the new material does not seem to be com- 
pletely identical. You yourself repeatedly mentioned the 
hardening (Haertung] and miniaturization of French nu- 
clear weapons. 


[Bouchard] We carried out these improvements in 
weapons technology since approximately the mid- 
1980’s; they were essentially concluded before the 
moratorium was imposed in 1992. 


[Winter] Nevertheless, “new systems” have repeatedly 
been mentioned, which France will have as of about 
2015. 


[Bouchard] Still, this is not a technically new genera- 
tion, even though the date seems remote. For instance, 
the submarines, missiles, and warheads of sea-based nu- 
clear weapons must be gradually replaced. However, 
even in this process, which will take years, we only use 
new material of the same level of development to re- 
place existing material. 


[Winter] What is the fundamental change compared 
with the situation before the 1992 moratorium? 


[Bouchard] The decisive thing is that in 1992 no 
one spoke of a complete and final stop of nuclear 
tests, as it is now envisaged with the so-called CTBT 
[Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty]. If this treaty is 
indeed concluded next year, as of then the readiness 
for use and deterriag effect of nuclear weapons can be 
tested only through simulation. 
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[Winter] Does this also apply to technically new gener- 
ations of weapons? 


[Bouchard] This is precisely the point. The use of really 
new nuclear weapons systems, which have never been 
physically tested before, cannot simply be tested by 
simulation. Regarding replaced old systems, the point 
is whether or not the preceding physical tests guarantee 
their reliable use. France thought that this is yet the case 
with its existing nuclear weapons systems. Therefore, 
a limited number of final tests for this generation is 
necessary. 


[Winter] What is the technical basis of the concept of 
simulation? 


[Bouchard] For simulations one needs models of the 
course of an explosion in the form of computer software 
and, of course, high-capacity computers. 


[Winter] Who has them? 


[Bouchard] Appropriate computers are available to 
virtually any interested person on the world market. 
Regarding the distribution of software for such models, 
on the other hand, one can only speculate — even within 
the circle of the nuclear powers. 


[Winter] And what role do the large lasers play, which 
allegedly produce the nuclear flash? 


[Bouchard] As far as we know, only the United States 
and France itself have developed such lasers. The 
lasers do not simulate the entire process of the nuclear 
detonation, but only part of it. At the same time, 
Studying these partial processes also serves civilian 
purposes, in particular :cientific ones. 


[Winter] How important are the lasers compared with 
the possession of the high-capacity computers? 


[Bouchard] The large lasers are so-called verification 
instruments for simulated nuclear weapons tests. They 
are as important as computers and software, and become 
increasingly important the farther away one is from the 
time of the last physical nuclear weapons test, that is, the 
older the measurements are. Apart from lasers, there are 
also other technologies to simulate nuclear explosions 
in the laboratory. 


[Winter] Does the possession of simulation technology 
give ceriain nuclear powers a privilege? 


[Bouchard] If there were no physical tests of nuclear 
weapons anymore in the future, because of the CTBT, 
then those who possess such weapons can assure 
themselves of their deterrent potential only through 
simulation. However, simulation of old and new nuclear 
weapons systems “from scratch,” that is, without a 
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preceding physical test, is difficult to imagine. In 
this respect, the CTBT would indirectly restrict the 
proliferation of nuclear arms technology, which is 
already limited by the NPT [Nonproliferation Treaty], 
even more. 


[Winter] Even if France wants to carry out only eight 
subterranean nuclear tests on Mururoa, some scientists 
and international organizations are afraid of harmful 
effects on the environment in the Pacific region. 


[Bouchard] The final series of tests are not atmospheric 
tests and the charge of the warheads that we use is 
clearly weaker than in the past. Already last year var- 
ious scientific expeditions did not find any radioactive 
contamination of the lagoon and its plants and animals. 


[Winter] What is the worldwide number of nuclear 
tests? 


[Bouchard] I can give a precise figure only for France. 
Until the test stop in April 1992 there were a total of 
192 atmospheric and subterranean tests. In addition, the 
United States has probably made more than 1,000 tests 
since the end of the war, the former Soviet Union abut 
750, the British about 45, and, later on, the Chinese 
about 40, including three over the past two years. 


Ministry Official Deplores UK Purchase of Apache 


BR1407134495 Paris LIBERATION in I rench 
14 Jul 95 p18 


[Interview with Henri Conze, general delegate for arma- 
ments, by Jean Guisnel; place and date not given: “ “This 
Is Beginning To Be Quite a Lot’"— first paragraph is 
LIBERATION intoduction) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Subordinate to the Defense 
Ministry, General Delegate for Armaments Henri Conze 
is in charge of the military industry in France. An 
impassioned supporter of the "European preference” he 
strongly pushed for the British Army to buy the Tigre 
helicopter. Below he analyzes this bitter failure. 


{Guisnel] The purchase of 67 Apache/Longbow heli- 
copters from McDonnell Douglas worth $4 billion is a 
serious failure for Eurocopter. How do you analyze this 
decision? 


{Conze] First of all it is no surprise. For several months 
British military officials have stepped up the pressure 
on their government in favor of the Apache. If they 
had made their decision solely on the basis of cost and 
efficiency then we would not understand their decision. 
Over the Tigre, with its modern design — and we know 
how important this is in aeronautics — they chose a craft 
designed 20 years ago, and that will fly for 25 years. 


FBIS-WEU-95-138 
19 July 1995 


They are going to pay a very high price in terms of 
logistics and maintenance, but that is their problem. 


{Guisnel] The Netherlands had already chosen the 
Apache, and now Great Britain is doing the same. The 
"European preference” is taking a beating. 


[Conze] The Netherlands’ choice was clearly political, 
and we can understand why a medium-sized country 
would have questions about the Tigre, which is not 
yet in service in France or Germany. With the British, 
however, things are different. Though they are already 
heavily involved in the Tigre — for example Rolls 
Royce has a stake in the RTM 385 engine — Short 
and Westland will obtain major compensation on the 
Apache. You will forgive me for thinking that these 
considerations are of ):ttle importance compared to the 
extremely negative signal this sends to Europe. The 
British have just bought 25 Hercules C-130J's, yet 
we are preparing the Future Large Aircraft. Now 67 
Apaches. This is beginning to be too much. There is 
really no reason for them to be surprised to see the 
active resumption of French-German cooperation. 


{Guisnel] Eurocopter is already seeing its NH-90 trans- 
port helicopter threatened for budget reasons. The Ti- 
gre is not managing to make any breakthroughs on the 
export market. Is the future of the French-German con- 
sortium threatened? 


[Conze] France and Germany will not let their helicopter 
industries down, even if keeping them afloat is a heavy 
burden. A market crisis is raging around the world, but 
the skill is undoubtedly there. We wil! most certainly 
have to review the NH-90, perhaps dust it off on the 
occasion of the review of the military planning law. 
However there is a need for a new transport helicopter, 
and I launched the industrialization of the Tigre with 
my German counterpart 10 days ago. 


[Guisne!] During the French-German summit on 11 
July, the Helios 2 and Osiris observation satellite 
projects did not make any progress. Is this cause for 
concern in your opinion? 


[Conze] Not at all. This is a timetable problem and we 
will talk about it again after summc~. I am convinced 
that the British decision will pus) t.e French and 
Germans and others to move even cioser togethei in 
the areas of space and aeronautics. We must continue 
the movement already begun in this direction. 
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Paris, U.S. Compete for UAE Aircraft Contract 


BR1707140095 Paris LE MONDE in French 
17 Jul 95 p3 


[Report by Jacques Isnard: “Paris and Washington 
Confront Each Othe: Over the Delivery of 80 Combat 
Aircraft to the Emirates”) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] The United Arab Emizates 
[UAE] is today the stakes in a tremendous arm wrestling 
match between the United States and France for a con- 
tract to provide some 80 fighter aircraft. This competi- 
tion illustrates the intention of the United States to take 
back at any cost the market share it lost. The UAE — 
through the intervention of Abu Dhabi — has become 
at one and the same time an important client for the 
French arms industry and a sensitive area for Washing- 
ton. Faced with the U.S. F-1SE, France is offering the 
Rafale which, for the first time, has beea authorized by 
the government to fly beyond Fren<a borders in order 
to be demonstrated at the next air show in Dubai. 


A good part of the weapons in Abu Dhabi were bought 
from France: AMX-30 tanks (replaced by Leclerc 
tanks), missiles (including some Exocet MM40), Cro- 
tale anti-air missiles (which are mounted on German 
patrol boats), attack and transport helicopters and, 
finally, fighter aircraft, either older Mirage-S's or newer 
ones such as the Mirage-2000. Just recently, however, 
Abu Dhabi ordered Apache attack helicopters from 
U.S. company McDonnell Douglas. For France, this 
was the first sign that the United States intended getting 
back into a zone where France had succeeded in a 
well-known commercial breakthrough. 


The competition has just taken on a new, tougher aspect. 
The UAE has two projects: One is to replace its 20 or so 
Mirage-5 planes which ensure the surveillance of small 
islands claimed by Iran. The second is to reinforce its 
fighter aircraft fleet with the purchase of some 80 extra 
planes. For the first contract, a supplementary delivery 
of Mirage-2000's is running up against offers from 
Lockheed-Martin for the F-16. For the second contract, 
the battle sees the Rafale produced by Dassault facing 
the F-15E from McDonnell Douglas. 


‘Gift Package’ 


In order to break the virtual monopoly of the French, the 
Americans have just offered to the UAE their very latest 
air-to-air missiles, the AMRAAM (Advanced Medium 
Range Air-to-Air Missile) which they refused to sell, for 
example, to Japan, Israel, and Saudi Arabia when these 
three countries ordered modified versions of the F-15E. 
In the same way, McDonnell Douglas .s offering what 
can be called a “gift package” by proposing the F-18's 
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(with price reductions reaching 30 percent) to replace 
the Mirage-S’s. 

What is going on in the UAE can se found elsewhere, 
in particular in Malaysia, Qatar, Singapore, Bahrein, 
Kuwait, South Africa, India, and Taiwan, where French 
manufacturers are running into the same U.S. manu- 
facturers. In these markets, where the Russians are pot 
very credible and the British less present than in the 
past, France presents itself as the number one rival. 


"For Washington, it is an obstacle that has to be 
overcome,” one of the French negotiators said, “by 
mobilizing all of the means at its disposal, and with the 
aim of torpedoing the aerospace n_anufacturing industry 
in Europe, the only one which still resists it.” 


The National Economic Council, which coordinates eco- 
nomic intelligence in the United States and which served 
as inspiration to [Former Prime Minister] Edouard Bal- 
ladur when he created the Committee for Competitive- 
ness and Economic Security, has been given responsibil- 
ity in leading the fight in the export field. According to 
documents which have come to France, the Americans 
acknowledge that they no longer have supremacy in cer- 
tain activities — automobiles, chemicals, or consumer 
electronics — where they used to impose their will. 
Some 55 different industries have been identified where 
the United States intends to maintain its supremacy. 
Of these key industries, 16 have to do with aviation 
(whether civil or military) and space. 


Tokyo ‘Yarned 


AU1907075595 Paris AFP in English 
0042 GMT 19 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Paris, July 18 (AFP) — French 
Agriculture Minister Philippe Vasseur warned Japan to 
think twice before boycotting French products in protest 
at France's decision to resume nuclear weapons testing. 


Speaking on RTL radic, Vasseur said, “If I were 
Japanese | would think a bit because the Japanese export 
a great deal to France.” 


Vasseur warned that it must not be forgotten that eco- 
nomic interests were a two-way process, although indus- 
try in other countries usually weighed the consequences 
of actions that could boomerang. 


The French Foreign Ministry earlier Tuesday [18 July] 
played down Japanese threats to boycott French goods, 
Saying they were aimed at Japanese voters ahead of 
weekend elections. 


With elections to the Senate scheduled for Sunday, the 
head of the opposition Shinshinto party, Toshiki Kaifu, 
had threatened in a campaign speech Friday to call 
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a boycott of French products, and Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura took up the call in his own 
campaign speech Monday. 


On Tuesday, Takemura backpedalled, saying that a 
boycott was “not under consideration at the moment” 
by the government. 


Japan’s Takemura Calls for Protest Boycott 


BR1807122195 Paris LA TRIBUNE DES OSSES 
in French 18 Jul 95 p4 


[Report by Thierry Arnaud and Nicole Triouleyre: 
"France Threatened With Japanese Boycott") 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Japanese Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura announced yesterday that his 
country should seriously consider imposing a boycott 
on French products as a protest against the restart to 
nuclear testing. [passage omitted] 


If it is confirmed then the threatened boycott would have 
quite disastrous consequences for French companies 
that have invested in Japan in recent years and which 
have built up one of their biggest export markets there. 
Aerospatiale — heavily involved in the maaufacture 
of missiles for the French nuclear deterrent — has a 
significant presence in Japan. First its 70 percent-owned 
subsidiary Eurocopter is the leading <xporter of civil 
helicopters to Japan with over 400 aircraft sold at a rate 
of almost 100 in a good year. This represenis 50 percent 
of the French-German group’s sales which overall total 
some 10 billion French francs. However, Act«s atiale 
is also a 37.9 percent shareholder in Airbus liudustrie 
which has sold over 60 aircraft, mostly A300's and the 
smaller A320's, to Japan Air System and All Nippon 
Airways (although none to Japan Airlines). 


Luxury products, and especially clothing, brandy, and 
leather goods would be particularly affected. [passage 
omitted] 


FBIS-WEU-95-138 
19 July 1995 


Ministry Reacts to U.S. Criticism of Iran Deal 


BR1807135995 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
18 Jul 95 p4 


[Report signed "Ch. L.”: "Iran: Total Under Fire From 
U.S. Criticism”) 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The historic contract won 
by Total in Iran to develop the Sirri oil fields, not far 
from the Strait of Hormuz, is leading to an upheaval 
between Paris and Washington. The work, under the 
entire responsibility of Total and which will require 
some $600 million in investments over five years (3 
billion French francs), is to start in the next few weeks. 
The Americans are showing themselves to be very 
critical of the French attitude toward Tehran. [passage 
omitted] 


On the French side, several reactions have come aimed 
at reminding that the economic embargo against the 
government in Tehran decided upon last May by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton concerns only U.S. companies. A Total 
official said: “Total did not have to seek any authoriza- 
tion to sign this contract with Tehran. There is no em- 
bargo, neither UN nor French, against Iran.” 


Eleven Energy Projects 


For its part, a French Foreign Ministry spokesman as- 
serted that the French state does not intervene in rela- 
tions between oil companies and other states. “French 
oil companies Carry out direct relations with the national 
Iranian oil company in the same way as other Western 
companies,” he stressed. “The French state does not in- 
tervene in these direct relations, neither with Iranian 
political authorities, nor with French companies.” [pas- 
Sage omitted] 
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Majority Favors Non-Italian B-H Intervention 


BR1907095395 Milan L’INDIPENDENTE in Italian 
19 Jul 95 pl 


{Unattributed report: “Poll: To Arms... Now Go!”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome — The Italians are in 
favor of military intervention in Bosnia, as long as it is 
the others — in the sense of other European nations — 
taking up arms and going off to war. Once again Italy is 
true to its own caricature, or at least that is the picture 
which emerges from a poll conducte«! by CIRM [Italian 
Market Research Center) fo: TG3 [TV news]. 


Some 53 percent of Italians look favorably on the 
prospect of military intervention to put an end to the 
genocide being perpetrated in the former Yugoslavia. 
But when asked to give their opinion on the eventuality 
of an Italian contingent taking part in such an operation, 
respondents only an wered in the affirmative to the tune 
of 39 percent. 





Are you in favor of mulstary mmtervention” 














YES $3 percent 
Should Italy send a contingent? 

YES 39 percent 
NO 47 percent 








Proposed Defense Budget for 1996 Viewed 


BR1407091195 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in Italian 
13 Jul 95 p9 


{Report by Michele Nones: “Industry in Crisis Demands 
Investment in Efficiency” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text} The proposed forecast defense 
budget for 1996 presents a major innovation with 
respect to previous budgets, by allocating to investments 
5.4 trillion lire, equivalent to 27 percent of defense 
expenditure, and by reducing personnel costs to 46 
percent. By increasing investments by 40 percent from 
the 1995 forecast budget (but only 23 percent from the 
planned adjustment,) the Defense Ministry is issuing 
some very important signals: 


1. Almost all the spending increases sought throughout 
the budget would be devoted to modernization, thus 
revealing both the desire to make the military more 


efficient and the worrying present state of equipment. 
2. The failure to increase personnel spending, which 


would be reduced by 3 percent from the present 49 
percent, confirms the desire to scale down the military 
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in line with the New Defense Model, even though the 
latter has not yet been finally approved by Parliament. 


3. The New Defense Model is recciving a new boost, 
by abandoning the “welfare” mentality and adopung 
an attitude of efficiency instead. This would make 
up the ground lost in recent years when, despite the 
government's approval of the financial plan connected 
with the new model in 1993, cuts dealt a heavy blow to 
investments. 


4. Since many of the new programs that could thus be 
financed involve international cooperation, the Defense 
Ministry and the nation as a whole would be able to 
regain credibility by honoring pledges made in the past 
but which we have been unable to meet (as in the 
case of the Italian-British EH101 helicopter) and by 
promptly joining new initiatives in the research field, 
which is where our national industry's survival will be 
determined in the near future (as in the case of the Euro 
American Meads anti-missile system.) 


Nothing can be taken for granted, however, because the 
Defense Ministry's good intentions must first secure 
the approval of the government, and especially the 
Treasury, and then of Parliament. But it is important 
that an open debate is beginning on this subject, because 
it concerns not only the military but the country as a 
whole. The crisis affecting our Armed Forces is indeed 
now clear to all, as has been confirmed yet again by 
the recent cries of alarm from the military leadership 
-perhaps too emotional in form, but more than justified 
in content. 


In order to resolve this situation it is essential to break 
the vicious circle of complaints and clashes and to enter 
the virtuous circle of changes and growth of political 
consensus. This is the purpose of the present draft 
budget, but further initiatives will have to be adopted, 
in the financial field among others. 


In the first place there must be a planning law that will 
make it possible to plan defense investments over a 
period of at least five years, allocating to Parliament the 
task of determining the scale of the overall allocations 
on the basis of a specific program submitted by the 
Defense Ministry. Meanwhile it is possible to imagine 
that this practice could be pursued pragmatically starting 
right away, by asking this Parliament and the next 
responsibly to honor whatever pledges are adopted. 
Despite some bitter experiences, the time seems to 
have come to turn over a new page in relations 
between the Defense Ministry and Parliament, not 
merely by observing the all too many requirements of a 
eo different laws, but by proposing new and closer 
ations. 
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Second, the supplementary Note appended to the draft 
budget, which the Defense Ministry has voluntarily 
presented to Parliament for over 10 years and which has 
already been considerably enlarged, must be expanded 
to turn it into a two- or three-yearly White Paper 
with annual updates and additions. This document 
should provide a picture of the activities carried our, 
particularly with a view to the implementation of the 
New Defense Model within the international scenario 


and the general guidelines that it is intended to pursue. 


Third, an agreement should be reached with Parliamen: 
on a new approach to financial planning projects sub- 
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mitted for review. There is no point in having to repeat 
the same grounds every time to justify each individ- 
ual program: Reference should simply be made to the 
long-term plan and to the previous supplementary Note, 
which should provide an “umbrella” for all subsequent 
initiatives. This would be useful with a view to at last 
linking budgetary decisions to their consequences in the 
operational and planning fields, thus eliminating the sul 
too «crongly felt suspicion that the Defense budget is like 
a rubber band that can be pulled in any direction. 





48 report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 

















FBIS-WEU-95S-138 
19 July 1995 


Polls on Political Leaders’ Popularity Reviewed 
95P20910 


{[FBIS Media Note] A series of polls recently measured 
the popularity of political party leaders and govern- 
poll, whose results appeared in the | July Lisbon weekly 
EXPRESSO, was conducted on 26-28 June among 455 
regularly polled individuals resi¢‘ng in continental Por- 
tugal, and had a 4.6 percent margin of error. Results 
indicated that Manuel Monteiro, leader of the Center 
Social Democratic/Popular Pariy (CDS/PP), registered 
the most significant rise (35 percent, compared with 31 
percent in May). He was followed by Social Democratic 
Party (PSD) leader Fernando Nogueira, who received 
29 percent, compared with 26 percent in May. Antonio 
Gulerses. leader of the Socialist Party (PS). lost popular- 
ity, going from 31 percent in May to 29 percent. So did 
Communist Party (PCP) leader Carlos Carvalhas, who 
went from 19 percent in May to 17 percent. 


The 26 June Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS pub- 
lished the results of a DN/TSF/Euroteste poll conducted 
on 15-20 June among 487 individuals. They showed 
Guterres losing 2 percentage points since the first half 
of June (from 45 percent to 43 percent) and Nogueira 
gaining 4 percentage points (26 percent to 30 percent). 


The same poll also gauged the popularity of potential 
presidential candidates. Results showed that in a first 
electoral round Prime Minister Cavaco Silva would 
receive 34 percent of *h= vote, defeating Lisbon Mayor 
Jorge Sampaio, who would garner 32 percent. Former 
President Ramalho Eanes would receive 10 percent, 
with abstention standing at 15 percent and the undecided 
vote at 9 percent. In a second round, a contest between 
Sampaio and Cavaco Silva would see them stand 
shoulder to shoulder (39 percent for both), with 12 
percent abstention and 10 percent for the undecided 
vote. When pitted against Ramalho Eanes, Cavaco Silva 
would win, 41 percent to 31 percent, with abstention 
at 13 percent, invalid ballots at 6 percent, and the 
undecided vote at 9 percent. A third scenario involving 
Sampaio and Eanes showed that the former would win, 
46 percent to 19 percent, with abstention at 15 percent, 
invalid ballots at 3 percent, and the undecided vote at 
17 percent. 

A METRIS poll on the presidential elections conducted 
on 23-26 June among 1,190 individuals showed that in 
a first scenario, Sampaio would defeat Cavaco Silva, 
48.2 percent to 38.7 percent, with the undecided vote at 
13.! percent. A second scenario pitted Sampaio against 
Ramalho Eanes, with the Lisbon mayor winning 44.5 
percent to 36.2 percent and an undecided vote at 19.4 
percent. In * third scenario, Cavaco Silva would beat 
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Ramalho Eanes, 40.5 percent to 37.1 percent, with the 
undecided vote at 22.4 percent. 


The same METRIS poll detected pessimism over the 
country’s economy. While oz!y 2.3 percent considered it 
“good” and 36.4 percent “reasonably good,” 59.2 percent 
thought it is “bad” or “very bad,” with 2.2 percent not 
knowing Of nol answering. 


The poll also asked respondents to evaluate cabinet 
ministers. Minister of Foreiga Affairs Durao Barroso 
was the most popular (20.3 percent), followed by 
Minister of Justice Laborinho Lucio (10.8 percent) 
and Minister of Public Works Ferreira do Amaral 
(8.2 percent). Among the least popular were Minister 
of Interior Dias Loureiro (14.3 percent), Minister of 
Education Manuela Ferreira Lei (i 4.6 percent), and 
Minister of Finance Eduardo Catroga (6.2 percent). 


Politicians’ Individual Advantages Gauged 
9SP20907A 


(FBIS Media Note} Terming his article tongue-in-cheek 
“an emotional trip inside the dreams of the besi-loved 
Portuguese politicians,” Nuno Rogeiro commented in 
the 27 June Lisbon weekly O DIABO on what would 
be “the best of all worlds” for today’s political leaders. 
For Antonio Guterres, leader of the Socialist Party 
(PS), it would be an absolute majority, Rogeiro opined. 
This would help him prove a number of things. First, 
that despite his “gaffes” and errors, the Portuguese 
have understood him. Second, that the ‘old, dusty, 
and vociferous” socialist style can change and become 
acceptable to people living in today’s age. Third, that 
one can belong to the loft or center- lef t and still win 
an election without the “crutch” of the Communist Party 
(PCP), an achievement that would be Guterres’ “first 
great service to the post-modern era.” Fourth, it would 
prove that the PS has an “absolute, uncontested leader 
who thinks for himself and defines his own strategy.” 
With an absolute majority, Rogeiro continued, Guterres 
would win additional negotiating power in that Lisbon 
mayoral candidate, Jorge Sampaio, would need him 
more than Guterres would need Sampaio. Moreover, in 
case Prime Minister Cavaco Silva ran for president and 
won, an absolute majority would offer the PS a “life 
insurance policy” when faced with a new, “aggressive” 
president. 


An absolute majority would also be “the best of all 
worlds” for Social Democratic Party (PSD) leader 
Fernando Nogueira. He would thus demonstrate that 
“Nogueirism” is as much alive as “former Cavacoism.” 
He would prove that one can win on the strength of an 
Organized party and not just as a “providential” figure, 
and that his notion of simultaneously preserving and 
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overtaking “Cavacoism” was justified. He would show 
that he is not only Cavaco Silva's successor, but a new 
“statesman,” that patience is rewarded, and that he was 
“right in everything.” 

For Manuel Monteiro, leader of the Center Social 
Democratic/Popular Party (CDS/PP), the “besi of all 
worlds” would be the general absence of an absolute 
majority, or, preferably, a relative majority for the PS, 
Rogeiro continued. This would prove that the PSD 
suffered “capital punishment” for considering the CDS/ 
PP its main enemy. Second, that while a people in revolt 
rejects the country as it is, it is unwilling to give a 
blank check to Guterres as a “variation” of “Cavacoism.” 
Finally, it would allow the party to build its own base of 
support in easy Opposition to a “stumbling and shamed” 
PS. 


The “best of all worlds” for President Mario Soares 
would be a marginal Guterres victory. This would teach 
the PS leader a “lesson in humility” for ignoring Soares” 
advice to unite the left above partisan quarrels, be “more 
daring” in exposing the establishment's corruption and 
“exploding infamous Cavacoism. having preferred in- 
stead a more “peaceful and moderate” policy. Similarly, 
Cavaco Silva's “best of all worlds” would be a PSD 
relative majority. First, it would show that “there is 
only one Cavaco Silva, but that Guterres succeeds in 
being worse than Nogueira.” Second, it would prove 
that “Nogueirism™ was a “reasonavile” choice, but that 
“the original is better than the copy.” Moreover, a mar- 
ginal Nogueira victory would “destroy” Guterres and 
the PS. It would also, once again, present “Cavacoism” 
as a ‘Savior’ —this time in the presidential elections— 
because only with a successful Cavaco Silva in the pres- 
idency would a “now docile” Nogueira maintain his gov- 
ernment in reasonable shape, Rogeiro commented. 


German Assistance to Bosnia Force Viewed 
9SP20904 


[FBIS Media Note] On 30 June the German Bundestag 
voted to approve the participation of German troops in 
the Rapid Reaction Force, mainly formed by French and 
British forces and intended to support UN peacekeep- 
ing troops in the former Yugoslavia, wrote Alvaro de 
Vasconcelos in the § July Lisbon daily PUBLICO. This 
decision was viewed as “historic” by many, and may be 
of decisive importance for a European defense policy at 
a time when European policy suffers from the “German 
dilemma,” i.e., that while Germany, the present “en- 
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gine” of European construction is an “economic giant,” 
it is also a “political dwarf.” Germany, Vasconcelos re- 
marked, knows it cannot affirm itself as a great power 
in isolation and that it must do so within the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) context. For this reason, it favors an 
acceleration of European construction and a dovetail- 
ing between the nuclei of the Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU) and defense, in opposition to France and 
Great Britain, who wish to counterbalance German eco- 
nomic power with their own military might, according 
to Vasconcelos. Germany is the country more directly 
affected by the wars and crises in the Balkans and East- 
ern Europe. More than other European leaders, German 
officials are convinced that stability in the continent's 
central and eastern regions is “vital.” If German aircraft 
and troops actually see combat in Bosnia, affecting them 
to that theater of operations will have a profound impact 
on German participation in future military actions out- 
side the NATO area, Vasconcelos went on. Even if Ger- 
man public opinion approves of the initiative, a military 
disaster in the former Yugoslavia, such as a UN troop 
withdrawal entailing significant losses without solving 
the crisis in defense of the right of self-determination 
“much cherished by the Germans” would have negative 
consequences. This is why the future of a European 
defense policy and European construction is linked to 
the EU's ability to act decisively in Bosnia. Germany 
knows that the political conditions to impose peace on 
nationalist Serbs in view of past German history in that 
area are poor, while France and Great Britain can play a 
more decisive role. However, these two countries con- 
tinue to advocate an “absurd” policy of neutrality and 
are convinced that the main obstacle to a negotiated 
soluuon in Bosnia is the Bosnian Government's intran- 
sigence in defending the small territory it still possesses, 
Vasconcelos commented. This attitude, which “recom- 
mends firmness toward the aggressed and counsels hope 
in the goodwill of the aggressors” prefigures a probable 
military disaster. This is why the German decision is 
“inopportune,” Vasconcelos warned, for it means par- 
ucipating in a mission whose political objectives are so 
“ill-defined” that it turns military forces hostage to both 
the nationalist Serbs and the UN's “political culture.” 
While the fact that the crisis continues to be managed 
by the UN facilitated the German decision, it is the 
UN's very neutrality that may lead to a military defeat 
and “almost indelibly” mar Germany's future role in the 
construction of a European defense policy, Vasconcelos 
concluded. 
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Interview With Prime Minister Gonz~'+z 
LD1807112895 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 

in Spanish 0710 GMT 18 Jul 95 

[Interview with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
by correspondent Julio Cesar Iglesias, host of the “Radio 
One Breakfast Time” program, and Diego Carcedo and 
Antonio San Jose in the Moncioa Palace in Madnd — 
live] 

{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Iglesias} A very warm 
welcome to “Radio One Breakfast Time,” which begins 
at this time every day. Today Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez is with us. Mr. Gonzalez, good morning. 
[passage omitted) 

I must say that today you have a very packed agenda, 
including the meeting you will have at 1100 with Julio 
Anguita, the coordinator of the United Left (IU), and 
then you will have to travel to Santiago [de Compostela, 
in Galicia) to kiss the saint and hug Kohl. [passage 
omitted] 

{Gonzalez} Yes. 


[Iglesias] Well, you have already met Xabier Arzallus 
{leader of the Basque Nationalist Party}; you have al- 
ready spoken with Jordi Pujol [leader of the Conver- 
gence and Union, CiU]; you will also today meet Mr. 
Anguita. Will you also meet Jose Maria Aznar [leader 
of the Popular Party}? Will you also invite him to meet 
you? 

[Gonzalez] Yes, | may see him . Of course, | am going 
to invite him, as well as the leader of the Canarian 
Coalition. 

[Iglesias] Will that end the round of meetings? 
{Gonzalez} That is right. 

[Iglesias] Then the elections in spring [1996]? 


[Gonzaiez] in principle yes this is the proposal, that 
there should be elections in the spring, in March or 
April. 

[Carcedo] The agreement reached yesterday by the 
Liaison Committee of Convergence and Union — in 
which they decided to end the giobal support that the 
coalition had lent to the government — did it surprise 
you at all? 

{Gonzalez} No. It confirms the conversations Wat | had 
had with Mr. Pujol, and what they [CiU] had been 
saying. 

[Carcedo}] You must now be wondering: Whai is going 
to happen now? What are these coming months going 
to be like, without that support, without that guaranteed 
parliamentary stability? 
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{Gonzalez} They clarified their position. ‘fhey said they 
wou..1 negotiate issue by issue. It is not a radically 
different situation from the one that had existed before. I 
therefore hope that there will be parliamentary stability, 
because if there is no parliamentary stability, I would 
have to think about it again. 


[San Jose] Therefore, on the basis — according to all 
the predictions — of that electoral timetable, would you 
dissolve parliament, taking advantage of parliament's 
Christmas holidays, in order to call elections in spring 
— March, April you tell us — so two months before 
that, in January, could you proceed to dissolve perlia- 
ment? 


[Gonzalez] That could be so, yes, insofar as elections 
are being considered in the month of March, April; 
obviously one has to count 60 or 65 days before that 
for dissolution. 


[San Jose] Are you contemplating the possibility of 
postponing the budgets for 1996 if you do not obtain 
the support of Convergence and Union? 


[Gonzalez] In principle, no. In principle, I think there 
has to be a completely formal approval of budgets; I 
think that that is the best from the point of view of 
economic recovery, and certainly the best signal we can 
send to the markets. Our aim is therefore to present a 
budget and to approve it. 

[San Jose} Yesterday, at the news conference Pujol left 
open that possibility of approving or not approving the 
budgets. He said nothing. He said that there was no prior 
obligation, but neither did he specify that they would not 
support them. What do you think will happen? Do you 
have any information? 


[Gonzalez] I do not want to make any predictions. 
I think that the most possible thing is that a budget 
agreement will be reached; but I do not want to confuse 
reality with what one wishes. The budget will be a very 
rigorous one, aiming at a deficit of 4.4 percent, which 
iS a very good aim for the Spanish economy. Not only 
does it fulfill Convergence and Union's program, but 
it is good for the Spanish economy. We will therefore 
retain that aim, as far as the budgets are concerned, 
as I think it could help bring down ir erest rates and 
continue to boost economic recovery aad investment. 


[iglesias] Mr. Gonzalez, the fact is that, as you said, 
Pujol’s speech may not have seemed radically different 
from the usual thing — I am referring to when he 
said that they feel morally freed from obligations; 
it is just that it seems basically to be the same 
thing. Convergence has never been directly involved in 
government tasks, and every year he [Pujol] has said: 
We will have to negotiate year by year. What is the real 





pot ep bmepeln ape f penn poe bee 


is prohibited without permussion of the copynght owners 














24 SPAIN 


difference, if indeed there is one, because it seems that 
the language is exactly the same. 


{Gonzalez} Well, I would not say it is the same. For 
some years they had been expressing support for the 
government in an almost syster atical way, even though 
there had never been a global agreement, as he quite 
rightly says. There has been no coalition; there has 
been no global agreement; there have been agreements 
subject by subject. But, for example, in this year’s state 
of the nation debate, I think an effort was made to draw 
up a program for the whole year, which is actually in 
force: The state's commitment to open a state of the 
nation debate is in force; and a series of policies resulted 
from that debate, which were agreed with Convergence 
and Union. I hope, besides, that it will be possible to 
do that in the coming months too. 


[San Jose] You have systematically been opting to see 
out your period of government, and now it seems it has 


[Gonzalez] I still believe that the appropriate thing. 
in general terms, for the country’s stability, is for the 
period of government to be completed. However, if the 
Situation is not possible, I have also very often said 
throughout this period of government that the moment 
I feel that the majority parliamentary support needed 
by the government for pushing forward basic projects 
— for example, we are now talking about budgets, and 
we could talk about the penal code or other things — I 
would of course not prolong the period of government 
in a situation of political instability; if that occurs, I am 
of course prepared to dissolve parliament. 


[San Jose] If there are elections, prime minister, over 
one year early, as yu are announcing to us, do you see 
it as a failure of the government's policy to complete 
the period of government, as a frustration? 


[Gonzalez] It is always bad; that is why I say that I 
will always be committed to completing the period of 
government. That has been the practice for the whole of 
the democratic period. It seems to me very healthy from 
the democratic point of view — thal is, governments 
receive a mandate from citizens for four years, and one 
must come as close as possible to that citizens’ mandate. 
Our country’s history has always been compromised 
by interruptions of the periods of government when 
there has been democracy; and i think that has given 
it a great deal of instability. On the other hand, if you 
look at the European panorama, you will see that the 
most politically stable countries are those capable of 
respecting and seeing through periods of government, 
even sometimes in difficult situations, as is happening 
now in Great Britain. [passage omitted] 
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[Carcedo] Weil, for several months we have been 
speculating when those elections would be. It seems 
that this mystery is beginning to become clarified, and 
now another one appears: Who will head the socialist 
list in those elections? Will you be a candidate again? 


{Gonzalez} This is not the moment to decide. The party 
will probably decide, througr *r- relevant body, the 
federal committee, at the moment when I consider it 
appropriate, but that moment has not yet arrived. I know 
that it arouses greal curiosity — and in fact all my 
colleagues who are interviewed here or there are asked 
about it — but the moment for the party to decide has 
not yet arrived. 


[Carcedo}] Are you personally prepared to stand again? 


[Gonzaiez} 1 do not think I should put the question in 
personal terms, at least not now. But I have been here 
a long time, that seems obvious to me. 


[San Jose] Does that mean that if the party puts pressure 
on you, Mr. Gonzalez — if they ask you to stand at the 
head of the list again — would you be prepared to take 
that on? 


{Gonzalez} I mean absolutely nothing. I am saying it is 
open to a decision by the party, which must reflect on it 
and do it as calmly and seriously as possible, and must 
do so in the coming months. 


[San Jose] Why is there so much reticence inside the 
Sr ‘sh Socialist Workers’ Party [PSOE] about posing 
the ,uestion of succession? 


{Gonzalez} Well, frankly, I think there are a number of 
reasons. So far things have gone reasonably well with 
myself heading the list, and that makes many of my 
colleagues wish me to continue heading the list. That 
seems reasonable to me. 


[Iglesias] People regularly say that you are very tired, 
that you would like to leave. 


{Gonzalez} People often say I am very tired, that is not 
the case. I am still young enough not to be tired but it 
is true that I have been Sere a long time. That is true. 


[Igiesias} Could it not it be a challenge for you to win 
elections that will be especially difficult? 


{Gonzalez} Yes. It was a challenge in 1993. Remember 
that in 1989 I said it was the last time I wanted to stand. 
in the 1989 elections. I even announced it publicly. I 
think that was a mistake, one has to take that decision 
when the moment arrives, and not in advance. But | 


thought then it was the last period of government. 


[Carcedo] The war of words over the Armed Libera- 
tion Groups (GAL) appears to have broken out again 
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recently. Do all these new revelations concern you? Do 
they make the government change its position? 


[Gonzalez] In principle I do not think that the govern- 
ment’s position changes. I am concerned that a trial, 
which has been declared secret, should be spoken about 
by everyone. I am also concerned that the independence 
and correctness of the judges should be respected by not 
commenting on the trial because then it could become 
politicized. [passage omitted] 


[San Jose] It seems that latest statements, the latest by 
Julian Sancristobal last night, would seem to indicate an 
alleged involvement in GAL by Jose Barrionuevo, your 
interior minister at one time. What would happen if that 
were to be proven? 


[Gonzalez] Well, one would have to abide by the proof. 
In my opinion it will not be possible to prove this ever 
because the government is not involved in that. 


(San Jose] Do you fear some written or recorded proof 
that could show that you knew about GAL? 


[Gonzalez] In my opinion there will never be such proof 
because I never knew about it. [passage omitted] 


{Carcedo] We are in a pretty complicated period of the 
legislature at the moment. There is talk of an increas- 
ingly tense atmosphere. There are difficult moments. 
What do you think of the conduct of the opposition in 
general? Do you think it is playing dirty at times against 
the government and you? 


[Gonzalez] I think that there is quite a lot of pressure on 
me and the government and that, at times, that pressure 
is not the same as in other normal democratic countries. 
[passage omitted] 


[Iglesias] Well, let us turn to a purely technical matter 
connected with GAL. There were many who said that 
with the GAL trial the state’s anti-terrorist apparatus 
would have broken down. What is the present state of 
the anti-terrorist apparatus? 


[Gonzalez] It continues to work thanks to personal 
efforts and the great sacrifice made by the state's 
security forces. I think it is working well containing 
the terrorist phenomenon as is clear and obvious for 
everyone to see. Anti-terrorist cooperation with France 
continues to work well. The police forces, not only 
the civil guard and national police corps but also the 
Ertzaintza [Basque police force] continue to work well. 
Therefore I think that very important steps in the fight 
against terrorism have been taken. 


{Iglesias} So what price has the state paid because of 
GAL? 


SPAIN 25 


[Gonzalez] Well it has created a certain amount of un- 
certainty, unease, but the people leading the fight against 
terrorism have continued to work in an exemplary fash- 
ion. 


[Carcedo] So the fight against terrorism has not suf- 
fered... 


{Gonzalez, interrupting} Given the results one cannot 
say that it has suifered. I do not say that there has not 
been unease, anxiety, at trying to deal with things that 
happened 10 years ago and I am sure there has been, but 
the truth is that the results continue to be very good and 
cooperation between the police forces and with France 
continues to be good. [passage omitted] 


[Carcedo}] In Paris yesterday, Jose Maria Aznar, the 
leader of the Popular Party, said that he supported 
French nuclear testing in Mururoa. Do these statements 
have the support of the Spanish Government? 


{Gonzalez} Not at all. They do not coincide with the 
Spanish Government's position, which we have already 
publicly expressed, and they do not coincide with the 
position of other European countries. I think that Aznar 
yesterday was very conditioned after having spoken 
to Chirac for him to have said what he did. I felt 
that. However, some of the internal problems we have 
do not allow us to see the real problems of foreign 
and domestic political situations, such as the economy, 
unemployment, inflation — all these things that are 
fundamental for job creation seem to be getting lost a 
little in all this mass of discussion, news. The same is 
also true on foreign matters. The French Government 
told me, before making it public, that it was going 
to take that decision. 1 said then that I thought there 
would be very serious international difficulties and there 
have been international reactions confirming what I said. 
[passage omitted] 


{iglesias} Let us turn now to Spain’s EU presidency. 
We have spoken a lot about the consequences of this 
presidency. You have said that a lot is to be handled 
during this presidency. What can the Spanish people 
expect from the six months of Spanish presidency, if 
indeed we can expect anything? 


[Gonzalez] You cannot expect miracles. However, there 
are responsibilities that fall to the Spanish presidency 
that have been held over from the past year and a 
half, approximately. Therefore, there are some matters 
that have a direct domestic impact for Spain, such 
as trying to bring into force the common market on 
fruit and vegetables, which affects us very directly. 
Employment policy, which has been promoted in the 
previous two presidencies, affects Spain very directly 
because Spain has a very high unemployment rate. 
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This affects Spain very directly. But there are also 
matters that will have a direct impact on the Spanish 
presidency as we outlined recently in parliament, such 
as the Euro-Mediterranean conference, which will be a 
new framework of relations between the 15 EU member 
countries and the 12 Mediterranean countries, having 
cooperation or association treaties with the European 
Union. As a result this will be very important for our 
southern neighbors. There is also the possibility that 
an agreement will be negotiated with Mercosur, with 
our friends in Latin America, and with Chile, Mexico, 
negotiations could start and, in some cases, I hope 
that these negotiations will be concluded. Added to 
this, Spain is chairing the reflection group, which is to 
prepare for the European Union's future. So, if there is 
a good document at the end of the year we will have 
taken an important step toward the construction of that 
future. [passage omitted] 


{Iglesias} Mr. Gonzalez, the other day, in a pro- 
grammed parliamentary appearance, Joaquim Molins 
[CiU spokesman] said: We cannot go on like this. 
From subsequent explanations, it was shown that others 
agreed, in the sense that we have a weak government, a 
government ' ‘iat does not govern. We cannot go on like 
this. Do we have a weak government, Mr. Gonzalez, a 
government that does not govern? 


[Gonzalez] My impression is that the government takes 
all the decisions it is required to; and this period, the 
period of government, not only have all the decisions 
the government is required to take been taken, but 
also there have been more bills, for example, brought 
to parliament, and more decisions to be taken; and I 
will continue to govern that way, regardless of whether 
some people say decisions are not being taken, or the 
government is weak, or whatever, which is a way of 
criticizing the government whichever way you look at 
things. 


The fact is, we have to give concrete examples. A 
decision has not been taken in this, or this, which should 
be taken. I think we take decisions — even some that are 
painful or difficult to take; they are taken permanently, 
on a day to day basis, because that is the government's 
obligation, and I am going to <ulfill that until the very 
last day. [passage omitted] 


[Carcedo] Have you ever thought of resigning? 


[Gonzalez] Well, the truth is it is not something that 
seems reasonable to me, from the point of view of 
responsibility, I have therefore not been thinking about 
it. I have another option than that of resigning, which 
is that of dissolving parliament. 
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{Iglesias} When you looked back at, and chewed over 
the recent cabinet reshuffle, were you convinced that 
you did exactly what you had to do in accepting the 
resignations and replacements, or did you stop just 4 
little short? Your critics have said so. 


[Gonzalez] No, no. Well, of course the critics have 
said that, and even inside the party there have been 
people who thought the reshuffle should have been 
more extensive. To be frank, I think that with our 
European presidency on the horizon, practically all the 
ministers are involved in tasks fundamentally affecting 
their functions as ministers. So, they are highly-trained 
ministers, with a great capacity for work, who are going 
to make it a good European presidency, which could 
have been disturbed by changes being made. If it were 
a change in this period we are talking about, when there 
may be elections in spring...[pauses] If it were a change 
for a period of two years’ more government, it would 
be understandable; but if it were a change aimed at 
calling elections early next year, in the spring, it would 
be a mistake, and that is why I did not do it. [passage 
omitted] 


[Carcedo] Let us turn now to very specific everyday 
matters — fishing. What is happening in those nevei- 
ending negotiations with Morocco? 


[Gonzalez] These are extremely difficult negotiations, 
extremely difficult, in which Morocco is trying to get 
the most and I even think it is trying to win back 
those fishing grounds it considers belong to Morocco 
for its own fishing activity. This is a development 
that is happening throughout the world. It is not only 
happening in Morocco. The countries that before, let us 
say, had agreements with third countries for fishing in 
their territorial waters and are now starting to develop 
their own fleets, consider that it is more profitable for 
them to fish in their own waters rather than involve a 
third party. This is something, I repeat, that is happening 
and has to be seen without any demagogy, and a lot of 
political capital is being made of this by the opposition. 
We have maintained the level of fisheries in the past 20 
years, despite the huge transformation in maritime law. 
Before there was a six mile territorial water limit, now 
it is 200 miles. So, those waters considered to belong to 
coastal countries are water that condition fishing. This is 
happening to us with Morocco and it will happen in the 
future in other fishing negotiations with other countries 
I hope that a reasonable solution will be reached, which 
will allow us to defend and maintain our interests, but 
I warn that this is an extremely difficult negotiation as 
any other negotiations on fishing will be in the future. 
[passage omitted] 
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{Iglesias} Granted he was speaking in Catalan but Mr. 
Pujol recently said cooperation with you had been good 
for Spain and very good for Catalonia. When you assess 
that cooperation do you think it has been good for Spain 
and very good for Catalonia? 


[Gonzalez] I think it has been good for Spain as a 
whole. I understand that Pujol focuses on the area where 
elections are to be held very shortly. I think that the 
cooperation has been good. It has given stability. It 
has allowed government to take place. It has allowed 
a serious economic policy to be followed, to overcome 
the economic crisis. It is true that when the legislature 
began we were at the height of the economic crisis. 
We have emerged from the economic crisis. Growth 
is at three percent, somewhat more than three percent. 
Jobs were being created in 1994 and continue being 
created in 1995, and will continue in 1996 and 1997, 
according to all predictions. So we have changed the 
economy's direction completely. It has also been a very 
busy legislative period, the flagship of which is probably 
the approval of the penal code. [passage omitted] 


[Carcedo}] Do you regret anything recently, in this 
legislature? 
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[Gonzalez] I do not regret anything but | am sad 
about the resignations of Narcis Serra and Julian Garcia 
Vargas [former deputy prime minister and defense 
minister}. | am sad because quite frankly I think it is 
unjust. It goes beyond what is normally expected of 
assuming political responsibility but I do understand that 
there are criteria at play here. 

[Carcedo] We are coming to the end. Do you think you 
are finished politically? Are you worn out? Are you 
often depressed? 


(Gonzalez) The truth is that I am never depressed. It is 
not part of my character, although I have heard it said a 
lot of times. Perhaps I am never depressed because I do 
not have anything to do with those who could depress 
me. [passage omitted] The truth is that political life is 
full of twists and turns and at times one is on the crest 
of a wave and at other times one is not so up, etc. But 
you have to accept this and accept it responsibly. As 
I said earlier, one has to work hard and follow one’s 
conscience. [passage omitted] 
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Helveg on U.S. Nuclear Weapons in Greenland 


BR1807123295 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
15 Jul 95 p 3 


[Report by Ole Damkjaer, Klaus Bundgard Povisen, and 
Peter Mose: “Helveg Praises United States in Nuclear 
Affair") 

(FBIS Translated Text] “Suspicion should not be 
thrown” on the U.S. Government because it did not 
inform the Danish Government about U.S. stockpiling 
of nuclear weapons in Greenland in 1958 and from 
1959 to 1965 until last Thursday [13 July). 

Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen (Radical Liberal 
Party) emphasized this yesterday after a meeting with 
the Folketing’s Foreign Policy Committee which was 
informed about the affair. 


“They did not know better when they gave me the first 
answer,” emphasized Helveg Petersen in reference to 
U.S. Secretary of Defense William Perry's statement 
to the Danish Government two weeks ago that the 
United States had “not” stockpiled nuclear weapons in 
Greenland. 


"It has subsequently become apparent — after the 
United States examined the data bases — that William 
Perry's first provisional answer was not entirely ade- 
quate since it was prepared in great haste. I have great 
confidence in the U.S. Government in this case. The 
fact that they subsequently correct inaccurate informa- 
tion shows (tat they take the issue seriously and play 
straight with the Danish Government. I would like to ex- 
press my great appreciation for that,” Helveg Petersen 
said. 


"I believe that the United States has acted in good faith 
based on the underhand agreemcnt with H.C. Hansen,” 
the foreign munisier said. 

It was revealed three weeks ago that former Premier and 
Foreign Minister H.C. Hansen had delivered a note to 
the United States in which he — according to a report by 
the current government — refrained from commenting 
on possible U.S. plans for stockpiling nuclear weapons 
in Greenland. 
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The foreign minister responded a short and direct “no” 
oa three concrete questions: 


Was the stockpiling undertaken with the understanding 
of the Danish Government? Was the Danish Govern- 
ment informed? And were there reports on the nuclear 
weapons from Danish liaison officers? 


Helveg Petersen warned for an overdramatization of 
the new information and referred to the fact that the 
United States had recently reported that they overfiew 
Greenland with nuclear weapons from 1947 to 1968. 


"Now we also know that stockpiling has taken place. It 
is not more dramatic than that,” he said. 


He stated that the American nuclear weapons were 
removed in 1905. 


“At that time the Americans apparently had no military 
reason for having the weapons in Greenland. It may be 
the explanation,” said the foreign minister who “does 
not have reason to believe” that the Americans have 
had nuclear weapons in Greenland since 1968 when 
the United States through an agreemen: with Denmark 
recogi:zed Danish freedom from auclear weapons. The 
agreement came shout in the ake of the air crash in 
Thule. 


“Our files do not show any breaches of this agreement. 
We have no reason to believe that and the Americans 
have declared that the agreement has been observed,” 
stated Helveg Petersen who for that reason, among 
others, does not see any reason to extend the upcoming 
investigation of the nuclear affair to the time period 
“after” 1968. 


It was revealed on Thursday that the tormer government 
with Poul Hartling (Liberal Party) as foreign minister 
neglected to demand compensation from the United 
States after the 1968 air crash. 


“We have now examined the issue and there is no 
basis for demanding compensation,” Helveg Petersen 
Said yesterday. 
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